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Introduction 

The book of Esther gives the account of a period of Jewish history.  The Jews lived 
scattered, under the control of the Persian Empire.  Xerxes, the king, had an advisor 
named Haman.  Haman, due to the fact that one of the Jews, Mordecai, refused to bow 
down to him, became an avid anti-Semite.  Having the privilege of the king’s ear, he 
convinced Xerxes to let him annihilate the entire Jewish race within the kingdom.  Xerxes, 
upon hearing that the Jews kept themselves separated and refused to obey all of the 
laws of Persia, decided to allow Haman to carry out his request.  He issued a decree 
announcing that all of the Jews would be killed in early March, and that their property 
would be given to the Persian officials who killed them. 

A copy of this decree was to be issued as law in every province and 
proclaimed to all peoples, so that they would be ready to do their duty 
on the appointed day. 15 At the king’s command, the decree went out by 
swift messengers, and it was also proclaimed in the fortress of Susa. 
Then the king and Haman sat down to drink, but the city of Susa fell into 
confusion. 
When Mordecai learned about all that had been done, he tore his 
clothes, put on burlap and ashes, and went out into the city, crying with 
a loud and bitter wail. 2 He went as far as the gate of the palace, for no 
one was allowed to enter the palace gate while wearing clothes of 
mourning. 3 And as news of the king’s decree reached all the provinces, 
there was great mourning among the Jews. They fasted, wept, and 
wailed, and many people lay in burlap and ashes. 

 (Esther 3:14-4:3, NLT)  
 
We enter the season of Lent as a similar period of mourning.  Like the Jews in Persia, 
there is a force that threatens to destroy us.  Sin has created a wrench between us and 
God.  When once we were made beautiful and dwelled in his presence, now we are 
scattered and face the punishment of sin, which is death. 
 
However, like it was in the time of Esther, God still rules the course of history and our 
future.  Even though his presence may be hidden to us at times (he is never directly 
mentioned in the book of Esther), he will steadily bring us to deliverance. 
Lent, then, becomes more than just a period of grief.  It becomes a period of expectation 
for deliverance.  We focus on the mission of Christ, his work in the world, and the 
covenant in his blood.  Come Easter Sunday, after the extended length mourning our 
sinfulness, our hearts will be uplifted with the promise of deliverance that is given by 
Christ’s resurrection. 
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On the road to Emmaus, Christ encounters some of his disciples bewildered at the events 
of Christ’s death and resurrection.  Christ, after listening to them babble on about this, 
responded: 

“So thick-headed! So slow-hearted! Why can’t you simply believe all 
that the prophets said? Don’t you see that these things had to happen, 
that the Messiah had to suffer and only then enter into his glory?” 
Then he started at the beginning, with the Books of Moses, and went 
on through all the Prophets, pointing out everything in the Scriptures 
that referred to him. 

(Luke 24:25-27, The Message)  
 
The purpose of this devotional is to help us reflect on the eternal commitment of God to 
his people in much the same way as Christ did with his disciples that day.  Each day will 
focus on a new text of scripture, asking how it fits in with the mission of Jesus. 
As the Bible offers us a varied assortment of literature types, so too does this devotional.  
The scriptures referenced here seek to showcase the entire assortment of writings within 
the Bible: history, apostolic letters, prophecy, psalms, Gospel writings, and wisdom 
literature.  Each week will be generally, albeit sometimes loosely, focused around a 
theme of one of God’s covenants.  Doing so hopefully demonstrates the continuity of 
God’s work within the world and his inseparable faithfulness to us. 
 
Before and after each day’s reading, it would be appropriate to pray and meditate briefly 
on God as our sole provider and deliverer.  Though commonplace, consider opening your 
time of reflection in the way Jesus instructed in the gospel of Matthew: 

 
“This, then, is how you should pray: 
“‘Our Father in heaven, 
hallowed be your name, 
10 your kingdom come, 
your will be done, 
    on earth as it is in heaven. 
11 Give us today our daily bread. 
12 And forgive us our debts, 
    as we also have forgiven our debtors. 
13 And lead us not into temptation, 
    but deliver us from the evil one.’” 

 (Matthew 6:9-13, NIV)   
 
You may also consider reciting Psalm 23 as your closing prayer: 
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The LORD is my shepherd; 
I shall not want. 
2 He makes me to lie down in green pastures; 
He leads me beside the still waters. 
3 He restores my soul; 
He leads me in the paths of righteousness 
For His name’s sake. 
4 Yea, though I walk through the valley of the shadow of death, 
I will fear no evil; 
For You are with me; 
Your rod and Your staff, they comfort me. 
5 You prepare a table before me in the presence of my enemies; 
You anoint my head with oil; 
My cup runs over. 
6 Surely goodness and mercy shall follow me 
All the days of my life; 
And I will dwell in the house of the LORD 
Forever. 

(Psalm 23, NKJV)   
 
Finally, some notes as to the scripture and reflective writings in this devotional.  First, 
Lent traditionally encompasses 40 days of fasting, with Sundays as a break in the fast 
(each celebrating Christ’s resurrection), leading up to Easter Sunday. This devotional 
includes all Sundays and even Easter Sunday at the very end. 
Next, when referencing God as “he” and “his,” the letter ‘h’ is left un-capitalized.  This is 
not out of irreverence, but simply out of ease of writing. 
Lastly, the translations of the scripture do not come from just one source, but from 
several.  This is to highlight the varied presentations of God’s word to us, to allow ease in 
understanding of the meaning of each text, and to encourage us to view multiple 
translations of common scriptures in order to more greatly familiarize ourselves with the 
message God is giving us.  Please utilize your own Bibles to read further translations and 
to read the verses surrounding each chosen passage. 
 
Let this season renew your reliance on God.  Let it also bring you encouragement that he 
continually works in your life, just as he is in the lives around you.   
 
All glory be given to God the Father, and to his Son Jesus Christ, and to the Holy Spirit.  
Amen. 
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First Wednesday in Lent (Ash Wednesday) 

Genesis 3:8-19 (NLT) 

8 
When the cool evening breezes were 

blowing, the man and his wife heard the 

LORD God walking about in the garden. So 

they hid from the LORD God among the 

trees. 
9 

Then the LORD God called to the 

man, “Where are you?” 
10 

He replied, “I heard you walking in the 

garden, so I hid. I was afraid because I was 

naked.” 
11 

“Who told you that you were naked?” the 

LORD God asked. “Have you eaten from the 

tree whose fruit I commanded you not to 

eat?” 
12 

The man replied, “It was the woman you 

gave me who gave me the fruit, and I ate it.” 
13 

Then the LORD God asked the woman, 

“What have you done?” 

“The serpent deceived me,” she replied. 

“That’s why I ate it.” 
14 

Then the LORD God said to the serpent, 

“Because you have done this, you are cursed 

    more than all animals, domestic and wild. 

You will crawl on your belly, 

    groveling in the dust as long as you live. 
15 

And I will cause hostility between you and 

the woman, 

    and between your offspring and her 

offspring. 

He will strike your head, 

    and you will strike his heel.” 
16 

Then he said to the woman, 

“I will sharpen the pain of your pregnancy, 

    and in pain you will give birth. 

And you will desire to control your husband, 

    but he will rule over you.” 
17 

And to the man he said, 

“Since you listened to your wife and ate 

from the tree 

    whose fruit I commanded you not to eat, 

the ground is cursed because of you. 

    All your life you will struggle to scratch a 

living from it. 
18 

It will grow thorns and thistles for you, 

    though you will eat of its grains. 
19 

By the sweat of your brow 

    will you have food to eat 

until you return to the ground 

    from which you were made. 

For you were made from dust, 

    and to dust you will return.” 

 

 

“Remember, man, that you are dust and to dust you shall return….” Such is the curse of 
sin.   
The story above gives the account of the origin of sin.  Sin results in a direct divergence of 
our lives from the will of God.  When we neglect God, we not only ignore the advice or 
best practices for our lives, but rather we forgo life itself.  It is by God we are made; made 
in his very image.  To direct one’s life in any direction other than that demanded by our 
creator means that we divert our existence away from what gives us an identity.  In other 
words, God is life, sin is the absence of God, and therefore sin is the absence of life.  
From the very first humans we have needed God to intervene to save us from being 
nothing more than dust. 
We begin the season of Lent remembering our inability to save ourselves from sins curse, 
and thus remember the joy that accompanies Christ’s mission on this earth. 
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First Thursday in Lent 

 

Genesis 4:1-15 (NIV) 

 

Adam made love to his wife Eve, and she 

became pregnant and gave birth to Cain. She 

said, “With the help of the LORD I have 

brought forth a man.” 
2 

Later she gave birth 

to his brother Abel. 

Now Abel kept flocks, and Cain worked the 

soil. 
3 

In the course of time Cain brought 

some of the fruits of the soil as an offering 

to the LORD. 
4 

And Abel also brought an 

offering—fat portions from some of the 

firstborn of his flock. The LORD looked with 

favor on Abel and his offering, 
5 

but on Cain 

and his offering he did not look with favor. 

So Cain was very angry, and his face was 

downcast. 
6 

Then the LORD said to Cain, “Why are you 

angry? Why is your face downcast? 
7 

If you 

do what is right, will you not be accepted? 

But if you do not do what is right, sin is 

crouching at your door; it desires to have 

you, but you must rule over it.” 
8 

Now Cain said to his brother Abel, “Let’s 

go out to the field.” While they were in the 

field, Cain attacked his brother Abel and 

killed him. 

9 
Then the LORD said to Cain, “Where is 

your brother Abel?” 

“I don’t know,” he replied. “Am I my 

brother’s keeper?” 
10 

The LORD said, “What have you done? 

Listen! Your brother’s blood cries out to me 

from the ground. 
11 

Now you are under a 

curse and driven from the ground, which 

opened its mouth to receive your brother’s 

blood from your hand. 
12 

When you work the 

ground, it will no longer yield its crops for 

you. You will be a restless wanderer on the 

earth.” 
13 

Cain said to the LORD, “My punishment is 

more than I can bear. 
14 

Today you are 

driving me from the land, and I will be 

hidden from your presence; I will be a 

restless wanderer on the earth, and whoever 

finds me will kill me.” 
15 

But the LORD said to him, “Not so; anyone 

who kills Cain will suffer vengeance seven 

times over.” Then the LORD put a mark on 

Cain so that no one who found him would 

kill him.  

 
This story never comes out and explains why God didn’t like Cain’s sacrifice.  Maybe God 
prefers a t-bone steak to cracked wheat.  Perhaps God preferred ranchers over farmers.  
What the story does suggest, however, is that Cain’s rejection has something to do with 
his life: “If you do what is right, will you not be accepted?  But if you do not do what is 
right, sin is crouching at your door,” says God.  It’s safe to say that Cain didn’t take this 
news very well. 
Jealousy, anger, self-loathing, brutishness, fear… all of these qualities are the result of a 
world in sin.  Sin is not a one-time action; it is an ongoing, systemic drug that consumes 
every life.  And its result is deadly (in more ways than one). 
But even still, God is present.  We suffer the results of our sinfulness, but God still 
reaches out to us.  For Cain, he dealt with him sternly, but ensured his security 
nonetheless.  For us, he gives himself, his very life.  In a world that may seem bleak, Jesus 
Christ is the one who ultimately comes down and gives us hope. 
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First Friday in Lent 

 

Amos 5:10-15 (NLT) 

 
10 

How you hate honest judges! 

    How you despise people who tell the 

truth! 
11 

You trample the poor, 

    stealing their grain through taxes and 

unfair rent. 

Therefore, though you build beautiful stone 

houses, 

    you will never live in them. 

Though you plant lush vineyards, 

    you will never drink wine from them. 
12 

For I know the vast number of your sins 

    and the depth of your rebellions. 

You oppress good people by taking bribes 

    and deprive the poor of justice in the 

courts. 

13 
So those who are smart keep their mouths 

shut, 

    for it is an evil time. 
14 

Do what is good and run from evil 

    so that you may live! 

Then the LORD God of Heaven’s Armies 

will be your helper, 

    just as you have claimed. 
15 

Hate evil and love what is good; 

    turn your courts into true halls of justice. 

Perhaps even yet the LORD God of Heaven’s 

Armies 

    will have mercy on the remnant of his 

people. 

 

 

 
Jeroboam II, the king of Israel, wasn’t quite up to his job.  During his entire reign, he only 
did evil things and didn’t care about reforming the evil from past generations (2 Kings 
14:23-29).  Then God sent over Amos, a shepherd, to preach fire and brimstone.  And not 
just to Jeroboam, but also to individual citizens of Israel, to the kingdom as a whole, and 
to its neighbors.  Amos didn’t hold punches, and people didn’t like him for it.  After all, it 
is difficult to like it when somebody comes in saying “don’t bother running, because God 
is going to hunt you down and destroy you.” 
The prophecy of Amos reveals to us the depths to which sin drags us.  All of our 
accomplishments, desires, and schemes never truly offer us satisfaction.  The Israelites 
lost sight of this.  So God gave them a “slap in the face” to try and readjust their focus. 
In the end, though, the real message wasn’t that destruction was coming, it was the way 
to escape it:  “Do what is good and turn from evil so that you may live!” 
The same call rings true today.  In spite of all the sin in the world, God expects us to 
return and practice goodness.  Fortunately for us, Christ has already come into the world 
and is leading the way.  It is through Him that God “will have mercy on the remnant of his 
people.” 
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First Saturday in Lent 

 

Psalm 13 (NKJV) 
To the Chief Musician. A Psalm of David. 

 

How long, O LORD? Will You forget me forever? 

How long will You hide Your face from me? 
2 

How long shall I take counsel in my soul, 

Having sorrow in my heart daily? 

How long will my enemy be exalted over me? 
 

3 
Consider and hear me, O LORD my God; 

Enlighten my eyes, 

Lest I sleep the sleep of death; 
4 

Lest my enemy say, 

“I have prevailed against him”; 

Lest those who trouble me rejoice when I am moved. 
 

5 
But I have trusted in Your mercy; 

My heart shall rejoice in Your salvation. 
6 

I will sing to the LORD, 

Because He has dealt bountifully with me. 

 
From the lowest point of despair, God’s mercy offers us hope.  God is the one who 
rescues us from our enemies.  Rely on the LORD and he will offer you a bountiful life. 
Though only six verses long, this psalm packs a powerful theological punch.  Though we 
may live in sin, redemption comes from God alone.  “My heart shall rejoice in Your 
salvation,” the psalmist declares.  We recognize that this is the last laugh in the face of 
sin.  Christ has given his life to keep us from death, and his resurrection calls us to rejoice.  
And even though this truth may not be apparent each day, we can sing this song, recited 
by a host of generations before us, to remind us that nothing stands in the way of God’s 
love. 
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First Sunday in Lent 

 

Matthew 4:1-17 (NLT) 

 
Then Jesus was led by the Spirit into the 

wilderness to be tempted there by the devil. 
2 

For forty days and forty nights he fasted 

and became very hungry. 
3 

During that time the devil came and said to 

him, “If you are the Son of God, tell these 

stones to become loaves of bread.” 
4 

But Jesus told him, “No! The Scriptures 

say, 

‘People do not live by bread alone, 

    but by every word that comes from the 

mouth of God.’” 
5 

Then the devil took him to the holy city, 

Jerusalem, to the highest point of the 

Temple, 
6 

and said, “If you are the Son of 

God, jump off! For the Scriptures say, 

‘He will order his angels to protect you. 

And they will hold you up with their hands 

    so you won’t even hurt your foot on a 

stone.’” 
7 
Jesus responded, “The Scriptures also say, 

‘You must not test the LORD your God.’” 
8 

Next the devil took him to the peak of a 

very high mountain and showed him all the 

kingdoms of the world and their glory. 
9 

“I 

will give it all to you,” he said, “if you will 

kneel down and worship me.” 
10 

“Get out of here, Satan,” Jesus told him. 

“For the Scriptures say, 

‘You must worship the LORD your God 

    and serve only him.’” 
11 

Then the devil went away, and angels 

came and took care of Jesus. 
12 

When Jesus heard that John had been 

arrested, he left Judea and returned to 

Galilee. 
13 

He went first to Nazareth, then 

left there and moved to Capernaum, beside 

the Sea of Galilee, in the region of Zebulun 

and Naphtali. 
14 

This fulfilled what God said 

through the prophet Isaiah: 
15 

“In the land of Zebulun and of Naphtali, 

    beside the sea, beyond the Jordan River, 

    in Galilee where so many Gentiles live, 
16 

the people who sat in darkness 

    have seen a great light. 

And for those who lived in the land where 

death casts its shadow, 

    a light has shined.” 
17 

From then on Jesus began to preach, 

“Repent of your sins and turn to God, for the 

Kingdom of Heaven is near.”

 

If this story sounds familiar, there’s probably a good reason for that.  You’ve likely read 
this scriptural passage before or saw this story enacted on a Sunday school felt board.  
But, on an even deeper level, Christ is showcasing a story that had already occurred 
before his life on earth: Israel’s story.  To start off his ministry, Christ immediately seeks 
to not only recreate the history of God’s people, but to reverse its errors. His forty days in 
the wilderness signify the forty years of the Israelites.  Whereas the Israelites grumbled 
about being malnourished (Exodus 16:1-21), Christ knows that bread does not sustain 
him.  Whereas the Israelites were impatient and frequently neglected God’s instructions 
(e.g. Exodus 17:1-7), Christ refuses to test His Father.  And whereas the Israelites often 
worshipped idols (e.g. Exodus 32), Christ refuses to worship any but God.  And this was 
just the start of his ministry.  His work lasted the rest of his life, and even beyond his 
death.  We can be sure that Christ has overcome all the sins of humankind before and 
after him.  Let us forever praise God for this wonderful gift. 
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First Monday in Lent 

 

I Corinthians 15:45-58 

 
45 

The Scriptures tell us, “The first man, 

Adam, became a living person.” But the last 

Adam—that is, Christ—is a life-giving 

Spirit. 
46 

What comes first is the natural 

body, then the spiritual body comes later. 
47 

Adam, the first man, was made from the 

dust of the earth, while Christ, the second 

man, came from heaven. 
48 

Earthly people 

are like the earthly man, and heavenly 

people are like the heavenly man. 
49 

Just as 

we are now like the earthly man, we will 

someday be like the heavenly man. 
50 

What I am saying, dear brothers and 

sisters, is that our physical bodies cannot 

inherit the Kingdom of God. These dying 

bodies cannot inherit what will last forever. 
51 

But let me reveal to you a wonderful 

secret. We will not all die, but we will all be 

transformed! 
52 

It will happen in a moment, 

in the blink of an eye, when the last trumpet 

is blown. For when the trumpet sounds, 

those who have died will be raised to live 

forever. And we who are living will also be 

transformed. 
53 

For our dying bodies must be 

transformed into bodies that will never die; 

our mortal bodies must be transformed into 

immortal bodies. 
54 

Then, when our dying bodies have been 

transformed into bodies that will never die, 

this Scripture will be fulfilled: 

“Death is swallowed up in victory. 
55 

O death, where is your victory? 

    O death, where is your sting?” 
56 

For sin is the sting that results in death, 

and the law gives sin its power. 
57 

But thank 

God! He gives us victory over sin and death 

through our Lord Jesus Christ. 
58 

So, my dear brothers and sisters, be strong 

and immovable. Always work 

enthusiastically for the Lord, for you know 

that nothing you do for the Lord is ever 

useless. 

 
While this may seem like an archaic passage at first reading, perhaps the entirety of the 
Bible can be summarized in I Corinthians 15:57: “Thank God! He gives us victory over sin 
and death through our Lord Jesus Christ.”   
Though sin is our downfall, Christ is our salvation.  Indeed, though the human race after 
Adam found itself powerless over the curse of sin, it is only Jesus Christ who could ever 
break its curse.   
And with this knowledge, our understanding of human history can change.  Even at the 
beginning, with Adam being expelled from the garden, we recognize humankind’s 
complete dependency on the reclamation brought only by God.  Though Adam separated 
his life from God, Jesus came to reverse that step, bringing the Kingdom of God to the 
world.  Though Adam became a slave to sin and death, Christ lived among sinners, 
vanquishing death at his resurrection.  This outlook, as Paul argues, is what gives us the 
hope and enthusiasm to live in the world today.  Christ is with us, and he is at work.  Even 
death can no longer bring an end to the goodness of our lives. 
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First Tuesday in Lent 

 

Ecclesiastes 9:2-6 and 12:6-13 

 
2 

All share a common destiny—the righteous 

and the wicked, the good and the bad, the 

clean and the unclean, those who offer 

sacrifices and those who do not. 

As it is with the good, 

    so with the sinful; 

as it is with those who take oaths, 

    so with those who are afraid to take them. 
3 

This is the evil in everything that happens 

under the sun: The same destiny overtakes 

all. The hearts of people, moreover, are full 

of evil and there is madness in their hearts 

while they live, and afterward they join the 

dead. 
4 

Anyone who is among the living has 

hope—even a live dog is better off than a 

dead lion! 
5 

For the living know that they will die, 

    but the dead know nothing; 

they have no further reward, 

    and even their name is forgotten. 
6 

Their love, their hate 

    and their jealousy have long since 

vanished; 

never again will they have a part 

    in anything that happens under the sun. 

 

 

6 
Remember him—before the silver cord is 

severed, 

    and the golden bowl is broken; 

before the pitcher is shattered at the spring, 

    and the wheel broken at the well, 
7 

and the dust returns to the ground it came 

from, 

    and the spirit returns to God who gave it. 
8 

“Meaningless! Meaningless!” says the 

Teacher. 

    “Everything is meaningless!” 
9 

Not only was the Teacher wise, but he also 

imparted knowledge to the people. He 

pondered and searched out and set in order 

many proverbs. 
10 

The Teacher searched to 

find just the right words, and what he wrote 

was upright and true. 
11 

The words of the wise are like goads, their 

collected sayings like firmly embedded 

nails—given by one shepherd. 
12 

Be warned, 

my son, of anything in addition to them. 

Of making many books there is no end, and 

much study wearies the body. 
13 

Now all has been heard; 

    here is the conclusion of the matter: 

Fear God and keep his commandments, 

    for this is the duty of all mankind. 

 
The book of Ecclesiastes is written as a narrator sharing the words of “the Teacher.” It 
finishes with the narrator commenting on these words.  For the Teacher, life seems 
pretty bleak.  “Meaningless, meaningless… everything is meaningless.”  Such an outlook is 
one of a world without God.  Should there be no hope in freedom from sin then certainly 
all lives would hold equal value.  Death would be the final word for everyone. 
But the final words of the book remind us that sin is not our only outlook.  Our duty is to 
fear God and keep his commandments.  It is God, not sin, who demands our attention.  
This becomes even truer with the revelation of Jesus Christ.  Christ comes to earth in 
order to free us from a meaningless world.  Christ’s victory over death offers us hope, 
giving us purpose to live in goodness and joy. 
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Second Wednesday in Lent 

 

Genesis 6:5-8, 7:1-4 (NLT) 

 
The LORD observed the extent of human 

wickedness on the earth, and he saw that 

everything they thought or imagined was 

consistently and totally evil. 
6 
So the LORD 

was sorry he had ever made them and put 

them on the earth. It broke his heart. 
7 

And 

the LORD said, “I will wipe this human race 

I have created from the face of the earth. 

Yes, and I will destroy every living thing—

all the people, the large animals, the small 

animals that scurry along the ground, and 

even the birds of the sky. I am sorry I ever 

made them.” 
8 

But Noah found favor with 

the LORD. 

 

When everything was ready, the LORD said 

to Noah, “Go into the boat with all your 

family, for among all the people of the earth, 

I can see that you alone are righteous. 
2 

Take 

with you seven pairs—male and female—of 

each animal I have approved for eating and 

for sacrifice, and take one pair of each of the 

others. 
3 

Also take seven pairs of every kind 

of bird. There must be a male and a female 

in each pair to ensure that all life will 

survive on the earth after the flood. 
4 

Seven 

days from now I will make the rains pour 

down on the earth. And it will rain for forty 

days and forty nights, until I have wiped 

from the earth all the living things I have 

created.” 

 

This story offers us a vision of a few things.  To begin, we sin the gravity of sin.  
Humanity’s separation from God brought about total evil into the world.  This, we are 
told, broke God’s heart. 
Next, we see the result of sin.  Beyond just the promise of death, God decides to carry 
out a complete overhaul of the world.  It’s not just the humans he decides to destroy, but 
every other living thing. 
And yet the final aspect of this story may offer us insight into a greater truth: God’s 
redemption.  God, the creator of the earth, was not content with just ending that which 
he began; he wanted to restore it.  He planned a way to save the world that he created, 
and utilized a man of virtue to help him do so. 
We look back on this story as a metaphor for our own faith.  Sin consumes our lives, but 
God can purge us of all that separates us from him.  We may mourn in our sinfulness 
now, but if we trust in the death and resurrection of Jesus Christ, surely we can be 
restored into greater creatures than we once were. 
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Second Thursday in Lent 

 

Genesis 9:1-17 
 

Then God blessed Noah and his sons and 

told them, “Be fruitful and multiply. Fill the 

earth. 
2 

All the animals of the earth, all the 

birds of the sky, all the small animals that 

scurry along the ground, and all the fish in 

the sea will look on you with fear and terror. 

I have placed them in your power. 
3 

I have 

given them to you for food, just as I have 

given you grain and vegetables. 
4 

But you 

must never eat any meat that still has the 

lifeblood in it. 
5 

“And I will require the blood of anyone 

who takes another person’s life. If a wild 

animal kills a person, it must die. And 

anyone who murders a fellow human must 

die. 
6 

If anyone takes a human life, that 

person’s life will also be taken by human 

hands. For God made human beings in his 

own image. 
7 

Now be fruitful and multiply, 

and repopulate the earth.” 
8 

Then God told Noah and his sons, 
9 

“I 

hereby confirm my covenant with you and 

your descendants, 
10 

and with all the animals 

that were on the boat with you—the birds, 

the livestock, and all the wild animals—

every living creature on earth. 
11 

Yes, I am 

confirming my covenant with you. Never 

again will floodwaters kill all living 

creatures; never again will a flood destroy 

the earth.” 
12 

Then God said, “I am giving you a sign of 

my covenant with you and with all living 

creatures, for all generations to come. 
13 

I 

have placed my rainbow in the clouds. It is 

the sign of my covenant with you and with 

all the earth. 
14 

When I send clouds over the 

earth, the rainbow will appear in the clouds, 
15 

and I will remember my covenant with 

you and with all living creatures. Never 

again will the floodwaters destroy all life. 
16 

When I see the rainbow in the clouds, I 

will remember the eternal covenant between 

God and every living creature on earth.” 
17 

Then God said to Noah, “Yes, this 

rainbow is the sign of the covenant I am 

confirming with all the creatures on earth.” 

 

The conclusion of the Flood story ends with a covenant (the first official one in a series of 
many).  “Never again will floodwaters kill all living creatures.” With it, God marks a return 
to how things were originally.  He is hanging up his bow – his weapon – against the world 
and intends to see to it that life is restored, not destroyed.  Even his commissioning to 
Noah and his family is reminiscent of the creation story: “be fruitful and multiply” (see 
Genesis 1:28). 
This story also offers us insight into the grace of God and his power.  Whereas sin 
brought the whole world into suffering, God’s covenant extends to every living thing.  We 
see the chains of sin breaking in this story, and become hopeful that God may very well 
deliver us yet. 
Now, the thing about God’s covenants is that they aren’t apt to be broken.  In fact, they 
are meant to continue for eternity.  We therefore can see traces of Christ’s mission even 
here.  God is not looking to destroy the world, but rather to save it.  Jesus says something 
along those lines in the Gospel of John Chapter 3 verse 17. 
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Second Friday in Lent 

 

Hosea 6:1-7 (NIV) 
 

“Come, let us return to the LORD. 

He has torn us to pieces; 

    now he will heal us. 

He has injured us; 

    now he will bandage our wounds. 
2 

In just a short time he will restore us, 

    so that we may live in his presence. 
3 

Oh, that we might know the LORD! 

    Let us press on to know him. 

He will respond to us as surely as the arrival 

of dawn 

    or the coming of rains in early spring.” 
4 

“O Israel and Judah, 

    what should I do with you?” asks the 

LORD. 

“For your love vanishes like the morning 

mist 

    and disappears like dew in the sunlight. 
5 

I sent my prophets to cut you to pieces— 

    to slaughter you with my words, 

    with judgments as inescapable as light. 
6 

I want you to show love, 

    not offer sacrifices. 

I want you to know me 

    more than I want burnt offerings. 
7 

But like Adam, you broke my covenant 

    and betrayed my trust. 

 
Sin broke God’s heart, Genesis tells us.  The prophet Hosea comes along to inform us that 
God never quite got over it.  The desires of the LORD are spilled out before us in these 
verses.  “I want you to show love… I want you to know me….”  Yet somehow the world 
hasn’t gotten it right. 
Hosea is speaking to a distinct point in time.  The two kingdoms, Israel and Judah, have 
lost sight of God.  Like Adam, they’ve severed their ties to him and allowed sin to control 
their lives.  God laments at the sacrifices offered as a scheme to get back into connection 
with him when what he really wants is their hearts, not actions.  This sentiment is 
repeated by the prophet Habakkuk who says “the righteous will live by their faithfulness 
to God” (Hab 2:4). 
We find these words are repeated by the apostle Paul.  “It is through faith that a 
righteous person has life” (Gal 3:12).  This shows us that, even now, in our own lives, 
what God desires is our hearts, our love, our commitment to him.  It’s the same as it ever 
was and the same as it always will be. 
So today we must still heed the words of the Hosea:  “Come, let us return to the LORD.    
The damage we’ve faced from sin will be reversed.  Our punishment will come to an end.  
“In just a short time, he will restore us.”  This is the promise of Jesus Christ. 
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Second Saturday in Lent  

 

Psalm 26 (NLT) 
 

A psalm of David. 
1 

Declare me innocent, O LORD, 

    for I have acted with integrity; 

    I have trusted in the LORD without 

wavering. 
2 

Put me on trial, LORD, and cross-examine 

me. 

    Test my motives and my heart. 
3 

For I am always aware of your unfailing 

love, 

    and I have lived according to your truth. 
4 

I do not spend time with liars 

    or go along with hypocrites. 
5 

I hate the gatherings of those who do evil, 

    and I refuse to join in with the wicked. 

6 
I wash my hands to declare my innocence. 

    I come to your altar, O LORD, 
7 

singing a song of thanksgiving 

    and telling of all your wonders. 
8 

I love your sanctuary, LORD, 

    the place where your glorious presence 

dwells. 
9 

Don’t let me suffer the fate of sinners. 

    Don’t condemn me along with murderers. 
10 

Their hands are dirty with evil schemes, 

    and they constantly take bribes. 
11 

But I am not like that; I live with integrity. 

    So redeem me and show me mercy. 
12 

Now I stand on solid ground, 

    and I will publicly praise the LORD. 

 
This psalm balances two sides of life: on one side we find sin and the gatherings of evil, 
on the other we find God’s refuge and mercy.  It sounds like it could very well have been 
sung by Noah. “Declare me innocent… I hate the gatherings of those who do evil… I love 
your sanctuary LORD… don’t let me suffer the fate of sinners… redeem me and show me 
mercy… I stand on solid ground and I will publicly praise the LORD.” 
We too may often recite this prayer.  We can look at the world around us – one of lies, 
murder, and hypocrisy – and call out to God to deliver us from all of it.  But even our 
lives, despite our best efforts, are slaves to sin.  The season of Lent reminds us of the fact 
that we remain amongst those who are condemned to death.  It reminds us to daily pray 
“redeem me and show me mercy.” 
 
In 1834, Edward Mote penned the words that soon became the a beloved hymn: 
 

My hope is built on nothing less / than Jesus’ blood and righteousness / I dare not 

trust the sweetest frame / but wholly trust in Jesus’ name.  / When darkness seems 

to hide His face / I rest on His unchanging grace. / In every high and stormy gale / 

my anchor holds within the veil. / His oath, His covenant, His blood / support me 

in the whelming food. / When all around my soul gives way / He then is all my 

Hope and Stay. / When He shall come with trumpet sound / oh may I then in Him 

be found. / Dressed in His righteousness alone / faultless to stand before the 

throne. / On Christ the solid rock I stand / all other ground is sinking sand. / All 

other ground is sinking sand. 
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Second Sunday in Lent 

 

Matthew 24:35-44 (NRSV) 

 
35 

Heaven and earth will pass away, but my 

words will not pass away. 
36 

“But about that day and hour no one 

knows, neither the angels of heaven, nor the 

Son, but only the Father. 
37 

For as the days 

of Noah were, so will be the coming of the 

Son of Man. 
38 

For as in those days before 

the flood they were eating and drinking, 

marrying and giving in marriage, until the 

day Noah entered the ark, 
39 

and they knew 

nothing until the flood came and swept them 

all away, so too will be the coming of the 

Son of Man. 
40 

Then two will be in the field; 

one will be taken and one will be left. 
41 

Two 

women will be grinding meal together; one 

will be taken and one will be left. 
42 

Keep 

awake therefore, for you do not know on 

what day your Lord is coming. 
43 

But 

understand this: if the owner of the house 

had known in what part of the night the thief 

was coming, he would have stayed awake 

and would not have let his house be broken 

into. 
44 

Therefore you also must be ready, for 

the Son of Man is coming at an unexpected 

hour. 

 

If there is one thing Jesus can’t stand, it is complacency.  The Gospels are full of stories 
highlighting his frustration with those who do not act on the moment (Matthew 25:31-
46, Luke 13:10-16, John 12:1-7 just to name a few).  This story may be one of the 
straightest forward of them all.  “Keep awake,” he says.  “Be ready, for the Son of Man is 
coming at an unexpected hour.” 
Christ also brings in the flood story of Noah to illustrate his point.  This suggests to us that 
he was talking about more than just having your bags packed for when God asks you to 
travel away with him.  Rather, Jesus is eliciting a spiritual readiness.  In the days of Noah, 
God swept away those who constantly thought and acted in evil.  It was the virtuous 
whom he saved and entrusted in reestablishing the world.  This is how the end times will 
be, Jesus says. 
Despite our best efforts (and what some overhyped televangelists may have us believe), 
we are not privy to the knowledge of when the world will end.  For this reason, Jesus tells 
us we must always be prepared.  God may choose to end it all in two thousand years, or 
even while you’re reading the next sentence.  Whenever he does, our lives need to be 
aligned with him if we expect to keep our existence.  Jesus’ mission on earth was not one 
to lull the world into a sense of security.  His resurrection wasn’t a call to hang tight and 
wait for something better to happen.  Rather, because of Jesus, we have been granted 
the way out of sin, the way back to the Father, and the way to eternal life.  The question 
is, are we already on our way…. 
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Second Monday in Lent 

 

1 Peter 1:21 – 2:3 (NLT) 
 
21 

Through Christ you have come to trust in 

God. And you have placed your faith and 

hope in God because he raised Christ from 

the dead and gave him great glory. 
22 

You were cleansed from your sins when 

you obeyed the truth, so now you must show 

sincere love to each other as brothers and 

sisters. Love each other deeply with all your 

heart. 
23 

For you have been born again, but not to a 

life that will quickly end. Your new life will 

last forever because it comes from the 

eternal, living word of God. 
24 

As the 

Scriptures say,  

“People are like grass; 

    their beauty is like a flower in the field. 

The grass withers and the flower fades. 
25 

    But the word of the Lord remains 

forever.” 

And that word is the Good News that was 

preached to you. 

2 So get rid of all evil behavior. Be done 

with all deceit, hypocrisy, jealousy, and all 

unkind speech. 
2 

Like newborn babies, you 

must crave pure spiritual milk so that you 

will grow into a full experience of salvation. 

Cry out for this nourishment, 
3 

now that you 

have had a taste of the Lord’s kindness. 

 
God has raised Christ from the dead.  Because of that, our sins are forgiven and we are 
made right with God.  Being made right with God means we have new lives.  These new 
lives demand that we rid ourselves of all the evil we once had.  In short, we are to love 
each other deeply. 
Peter’s message is simple, yet undeniably profound.  The resurrection of Christ restores 
us and compels us to live like Christ; we have no choice but to divorce ourselves from the 
sin that once defined us.  It is the result and the response to the LORD’s kindness. 
“The grass withers and the flower fades, but the word of the LORD remains forever.”  
Peter quotes the prophet Isaiah to illustrate his point.  God’s beauty, God’s truth, and the 
Good News of Jesus Christ will never fade, because Christ is life giving.  Peter stops the 
quotation there, but the verses that follow in the Isaiah passage provide us with an even 
deeper understanding of Jesus’ mission.  His work does not end at the resurrection; he 
remains active and stands by us through all things: 

Look at him! GOD, the Master, comes in power, 
    ready to go into action. 
He is going to pay back his enemies 
    and reward those who have loved him. 
Like a shepherd, he will care for his flock, 
    gathering the lambs in his arms, 
Hugging them as he carries them, 
    leading the nursing ewes to good pasture.  

(Isaiah 40:10-11, The Message) 
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Second Tuesday in Lent 

 

Judges 2:16-19 (NRSV) 

 
11 

Then the Israelites did what was evil in the 

sight of the LORD and worshiped the Baals; 
12 

and they abandoned the LORD, the God of 

their ancestors, who had brought them out of 

the land of Egypt; they followed other gods, 

from among the gods of the peoples who 

were all around them, and bowed down to 

them; and they provoked the LORD to anger. 
13 

They abandoned the LORD, and worshiped 

Baal and the Astartes. 
14 

So the anger of the 

LORD was kindled against Israel, and he 

gave them over to plunderers who plundered 

them, and he sold them into the power of 

their enemies all around, so that they could 

no longer withstand their enemies. 
15 

Whenever they marched out, the hand of 

the LORD was against them to bring 

misfortune, as the LORD had warned them 

and sworn to them; and they were in great 

distress. 

16 
Then the LORD raised up judges, who 

delivered them out of the power of those 

who plundered them. 
17 

Yet they did not 

listen even to their judges; for they lusted 

after other gods and bowed down to them. 

They soon turned aside from the way in 

which their ancestors had walked, who had 

obeyed the commandments of the LORD; 

they did not follow their example. 
18 

Whenever the LORD raised up judges for 

them, the LORD was with the judge, and he 

delivered them from the hand of their 

enemies all the days of the judge; for the 

LORD would be moved to pity by their 

groaning because of those who persecuted 

and oppressed them. 
19 

But whenever the 

judge died, they would relapse and behave 

worse than their ancestors, following other 

gods, worshiping them and bowing down to 

them. They would not drop any of their 

practices or their stubborn ways. 

 
This passage sets up the book of Judges.  We begin the story at the end of Joshua’s life.  
Prior to these events, Moses led the Israelites out of Egypt, Joshua then led them into 
control of the Promised Land, and then, it seems, they forgot all about their purpose.  A 
new generation showed up and decided to do things their own way. 
And so this new story begins:  The Israelites do evil things and fail to achieve the 
greatness for which they were meant.  Thus they cry out to God to be saved.  In 
response, God gives them a judge to help restore them.  The Israelites are consequently 
restored and praise God again.  After a period of time, though, they forget everything in 
the past and begin to do evil again.  And the cycle continues. 
Often we may think of these judges as holy men or women, people who were virtuous 
and found favor with the Lord.  But such traits seem irrelevant here.  God commissions 
liars, wimps, assassins, weirdoes, and at least one guy with a rather inglorious bloodline.  
The point is that it doesn’t seem to matter who you are; God can do great things with 
anybody.  Being alive seems to be all the criteria one needs to be used by him. 
The stories in the book of Judges highlight frailty, undulating between Israel’s rebellion 
and restoration.  The moral of these stories, however, is found in that which is consistent:  
God remains with his people, even if we are stupid enough to forget it. 
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Third Wednesday in Lent 

 

Lamentations 5:15-22 (NLT) 

 
15 

Joy has left our hearts; 

    our dancing has turned to mourning. 
16 

The garlands have fallen from our heads. 

    Weep for us because we have sinned. 
17 

Our hearts are sick and weary, 

    and our eyes grow dim with tears. 
18 

For Jerusalem is empty and desolate, 

    a place haunted by jackals. 

 
19 

But LORD, you remain the same forever! 

    Your throne continues from generation to generation. 
20 

Why do you continue to forget us? 

    Why have you abandoned us for so long? 
21 

Restore us, O LORD, and bring us back to you again! 

    Give us back the joys we once had! 
22 

Or have you utterly rejected us? 

    Are you angry with us still? 
 

In the book of Deuteronomy, after God lays down the laws of Israel, he issues the 
following clause: 

20 The LORD will send on you curses, confusion, and rebuke in everything you put 
your hand to, until you are destroyed and come to sudden ruin because of the evil 
you have done in forsaking him. 

The book of Lamentations follows the destruction of Jerusalem.  The grief and desolation 
announced in each line mark the fulfillment of the clause above.  God’s people neglected 
their identity, and instead worshipped other Gods and committed evil.  So God axed his 
deal with them like he said he would. 
And here we are hit with a bewildering theological concept:  God has become the enemy.  
In actuality, it may be reversed; we have become God’s enemy.  The LORD no longer 
favors his people, no longer protects them, but instead turns them over to their enemies. 
Sin leads to our separation from God.  And this separation results in a life reflected in 
these lines.  It’s a song our hearts have been crying since Adam and Eve were expelled 
from the Garden.  It’s a cry that we still feel whenever we experience loss, humiliation, 
and pain.  And, it’s a cry that, hundreds of years after the fall of Jerusalem, could be 
heard hanging from a cross.   
Whereas Lamentations ends with questions, the cross gives us answers.  The LORD 
remains the same forever.  He does not remain our enemy.  Because of Jesus Christ, our 
joys shall be returned. 
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Third Thursday in Lent 

 

Genesis 12:1-3, 15:17-18, 17:1-7, 22:15-18 (NLT) 

 
The LORD had said to Abram, “Leave your 

native country, your relatives, and your 

father’s family, and go to the land that I will 

show you. 
2 

I will make you into a great 

nation. I will bless you and make you 

famous, and you will be a blessing to others. 
3 

I will bless those who bless you and curse 

those who treat you with contempt. All the 

families on earth will be blessed through 

you.” 
 

After the sun went down and darkness fell, 

Abram saw a smoking firepot and a flaming 

torch pass between the halves of the 

carcasses. 
18 

So the LORD made a covenant 

with Abram that day and said, “I have given 

this land to your descendants, all the way 

from the border of Egypt to the great 

Euphrates River.” 
 

When Abram was ninety-nine years old, the 

LORD appeared to him and said, “I am El-

Shaddai—‘God Almighty.’ Serve me 

faithfully and live a blameless life. 
2 

I will 

make a covenant with you, by which I will 

guarantee to give you countless 

descendants.” 

3 
At this, Abram fell face down on the 

ground. Then God said to him, 
4 

“This is my 

covenant with you: I will make you the 

father of a multitude of nations! 
5 

What’s 

more, I am changing your name. It will no 

longer be Abram. Instead, you will be called 

Abraham, for you will be the father of many 

nations. 
6 

I will make you extremely fruitful. 

Your descendants will become many 

nations, and kings will be among them! 
7 

“I will confirm my covenant with you and 

your descendants after you, from generation 

to generation. This is the everlasting 

covenant: I will always be your God and the 

God of your descendants after you.” 
 

Then the angel of the LORD called again to 

Abraham from heaven. 
16 

“This is what the 

LORD says: Because you have obeyed me 

and have not withheld even your son, your 

only son, I swear by my own name that 
17 

I 

will certainly bless you. I will multiply your 

descendants beyond number, like the stars in 

the sky and the sand on the seashore. Your 

descendants will conquer the cities of their 

enemies. 
18 

And through your descendants 

all the nations of the earth will be blessed—

all because you have obeyed me.” 

There once was a man named Abram, and God liked him.  So, one day God decided to 
involve himself into all of human history through this man. 
Or, perhaps instead of saying “involve,” we should say “devote.”  God devoted himself to 
human history.  We’re not talking about the occasional intervention here, or the casual 
proclamation there.  There would be no more floods, and God intended to do something 
for the long term.  So he promised his commitment to this man forever. 
Of course, as God realized, humans can’t see anything but what’s in front of them.  So he 
promised Abram what men value in life: land, power, descendants, prestige….  And while 
Abram drooled over such thoughts, God snuck in his true intent.  “Through your 
descendants all nations of the earth will be blessed.”   
God devoted himself to humankind.   And when God pledges himself to something, he’s 
guaranteed to get involved and see it through until the end. 
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Third Friday in Lent 

 

Ezekiel 37:1-14 (NIV) 
 

The hand of the LORD was on me, and he 

brought me out by the Spirit of the LORD 

and set me in the middle of a valley; it was 

full of bones. 
2 

He led me back and forth 

among them, and I saw a great many bones 

on the floor of the valley, bones that were 

very dry. 
3 

He asked me, “Son of man, can 

these bones live?” 

I said, “Sovereign LORD, you alone know.” 
4 

Then he said to me, “Prophesy to these 

bones and say to them, ‘Dry bones, hear the 

word of the LORD! 
5 

This is what the 

Sovereign LORD says to these bones: I will 

make breath enter you, and you will come to 

life. 
6 

I will attach tendons to you and make 

flesh come upon you and cover you with 

skin; I will put breath in you, and you will 

come to life. Then you will know that I am 

the LORD.’” 
7 

So I prophesied as I was commanded. And 

as I was prophesying, there was a noise, a 

rattling sound, and the bones came together, 

bone to bone. 
8 

I looked, and tendons and 

flesh appeared on them and skin covered  

them, but there was no breath in them. 
9 

Then he said to me, “Prophesy to the 

breath; prophesy, son of man, and say to it, 

‘This is what the Sovereign LORD says: 

Come, breath, from the four winds and 

breathe into these slain, that they may live.’” 
10 

So I prophesied as he commanded me, and 

breath entered them; they came to life and 

stood up on their feet—a vast army. 
11 

Then he said to me: “Son of man, these 

bones are the people of Israel. They say, 

‘Our bones are dried up and our hope is 

gone; we are cut off.’ 
12 

Therefore prophesy 

and say to them: ‘This is what the Sovereign 

LORD says: My people, I am going to open 

your graves and bring you up from them; I 

will bring you back to the land of Israel. 
13 

Then you, my people, will know that I am 

the LORD, when I open your graves and 

bring you up from them. 
14 

I will put my 

Spirit in you and you will live, and I will 

settle you in your own land. Then you will 

know that I the LORD have spoken, and I 

have done it, declares the LORD.’” 

 
The prophet Ezekiel preached doom and gloom like the best of them.  But he was so 
drunk on the Holy Spirit that he added in an avant-garde flavor of his own: visions of 
eternally moving wheels floating in the sky, four-headed winged creatures, a bronze man 
giving him a tour of the Temple, and this story of the dry bones. 
In a rather straight forward metaphor, Ezekiel announces what Israel has become: Dead, 
worthless, disjointed, and neglected – nothing more than a pile of bones, unburied and 
baking in the sun. 
Sin neither manifests itself creatively or distinctively in each person’s lives.  From the 
start we’ve known it to leave every person unattended, unessential, and inert.  From 
Adam to the Israelites, sin brings our worth down to the level of dust. 
But God promised himself to Abraham and his descendants. It’s a promise reminiscent in 
this story of Ezekiel’s.  “I will put my Spirit in you and you will live,” says God.  It’s a 
promise Jesus retains when he announces “I am the resurrection and the life.  Anyone 
who believes in me will live even after dying” (John 11:25). 
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Third Saturday in Lent 

 

Psalm 67 (NKJV) 
 

To the Chief Musician. On stringed instruments. A Psalm. A Song. 

 

God be merciful to us and bless us, 

And cause His face to shine upon us, Selah 
2 

That Your way may be known on earth, 

Your salvation among all nations. 

 
3 

Let the peoples praise You, O God; 

Let all the peoples praise You. 
4 

Oh, let the nations be glad and sing for joy! 

For You shall judge the people righteously, 

And govern the nations on earth. Selah 

 
5 

Let the peoples praise You, O God; 

Let all the peoples praise You. 
6 

Then the earth shall yield her increase; 

God, our own God, shall bless us. 
7 

God shall bless us, 

And all the ends of the earth shall fear Him. 

 
ά[Ŝǘ ŀƭƭ ǘƘŜ ǇŜƻǇƭŜǎ ǇǊŀƛǎŜ ¸ƻǳΦ  hƘΣ ƭŜǘ ǘƘŜ ƴŀǘƛƻƴǎ ōŜ ƎƭŀŘ ŀƴŘ ǎƛƴƎ ŦƻǊ ƧƻȅΗέ 
 
God does not rule over a few people.  He is not the God of Israel only.  Rather, he is the 
God of all people and all nations.  In this psalm we are reminded of his promise to 
Abraham: “all the nations of the earth will be blessed” (Genesis 22:18). 
 
άhƘΣ ƭŜǘ ǘƘŜ ƴŀǘƛƻƴǎ ōŜ ƎƭŀŘ ŀƴŘ ǎƛƴƎ ŦƻǊ ƧƻȅΗ CƻǊ ȅƻǳ ǎƘŀƭƭ ƧǳŘƎŜ ǘƘŜ ǇŜƻǇƭŜ ǊƛƎƘǘŜƻǳǎƭȅΦέ 
 
We praise God because we know that he is in charge.  All of our blessings come from him, 
and he judges us in righteousness.  In the book of Revelation, we see the fulfillment of 
these words.  Christ stands before all people who have ever lived, and judges them by 
their lives.   

άAnd then I saw all the dead, great and small, standing thereτbefore the Throne! 
And books were opened. Then another book was opened: the Book of Life. The 
dead were judged by what was written in the books, by the way they had lived. Sea 
released its dead, Death and Hell turned in their dead. Each man and woman was 
judged ōȅ ǘƘŜ ǿŀȅ ƘŜ ƻǊ ǎƘŜ ƘŀŘ ƭƛǾŜŘέ  

(Revelation 20:12-13, The Message). 
 
It is Jesus that maintains God’s promise to Abraham.  He has brought us from sin and 
leads us back to life.  For all time we can sing this psalm to him. 
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Third Sunday in Lent 

 

John 8:25-40 (NRSV) 
 

They said to him, “Who are you?” Jesus said 

to them, “Why do I speak to you at all? 
26 

I 

have much to say about you and much to 

condemn; but the one who sent me is true, 

and I declare to the world what I have heard 

from him.” 
27 

They did not understand that 

he was speaking to them about the Father. 
28 

So Jesus said, “When you have lifted up 

the Son of Man, then you will realize that I 

am he, and that I do nothing on my own, but 

I speak these things as the Father instructed 

me. 
29 

And the one who sent me is with me; 

he has not left me alone, for I always do 

what is pleasing to him.” 
30 

As he was 

saying these things, many believed in him. 
31 

Then Jesus said to the Jews who had 

believed in him, “If you continue in my 

word, you are truly my disciples; 
32 

and you 

will know the truth, and the truth will make 

you free.” 
33 

They answered him, “We are 

descendants of Abraham and have never 

been slaves to anyone. What do you mean 

by saying, ‘You will be made free’?” 
34 

Jesus answered them, “Very truly, I tell  

you, everyone who commits sin is a slave to 

sin. 
35 

The slave does not have a permanent 

place in the household; the son has a place 

there forever. 
36 

So if the Son makes you 

free, you will be free indeed. 
37 

I know that 

you are descendants of Abraham; yet you 

look for an opportunity to kill me, because 

there is no place in you for my word. 
38 

I 

declare what I have seen in the Father’s 

presence; as for you, you should do what 

you have heard from the Father.” 
39 

They answered him, “Abraham is our 

father.” Jesus said to them, “If you were 

Abraham’s children, you would be doing 

what Abraham did, 
40 

but now you are trying 

to kill me, a man who has told you the truth 

that I heard from God. This is not what 

Abraham did. 
41 

You are indeed doing what 

your father does.” They said to him, “We are 

not illegitimate children; we have one father, 

God himself.” 
42 

Jesus said to them, “If God 

were your Father, you would love me, for I 

came from God and now I am here. I did not 

come on my own, but he sent me. 

 

Even those who believed in Jesus’ words couldn’t grasp his main point.  Why shouldn’t 
they receive what’s coming to them? 
Land and power: those were the conditions of God’s promise.  Abraham remained 
faithful to God, so God remained faithful to Abraham.  “I have given this land to your 
descendants,” God had said.  This was their birth right, and they didn’t answer to 
anybody but God. 
So who did this carpenter think he was, coming in and telling them that none of this 
actually mattered; that their bloodline wasn’t legitimate; that, in reality, their lives were 
in chains?  What right did he have in taking away that which God had set aside for them? 
One can sense Jesus’ frustration when he spoke to the crowd.  Why couldn’t they 
understand?  It’s not about a genealogy, or about natural citizenship, or even about 
whose daddy was better than whose.  It’s God and God alone who sets people free from 
sin.  That’s the whole reason he was there, after all. 
And he would keep preaching this message for as long as it took.  He was determined to 
make them understand, even if it killed him. 
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Third Monday in Lent 

 

Galations 3:13-22 (NT) 
 

But Christ has rescued us from the curse 

pronounced by the law. When he was hung 

on the cross, he took upon himself the curse 

for our wrongdoing. For it is written in the 

Scriptures, “Cursed is everyone who is hung 

on a tree.” 
14 

Through Christ Jesus, God has 

blessed the Gentiles with the same blessing 

he promised to Abraham, so that we who are 

believers might receive the promised Holy 

Spirit through faith. 
15 

Dear brothers and sisters, here’s an 

example from everyday life. Just as no one 

can set aside or amend an irrevocable 

agreement, so it is in this case. 
16 

God gave 

the promises to Abraham and his child. And 

notice that the Scripture doesn’t say “to his 

children,” as if it meant many descendants. 

Rather, it says “to his child”—and that, of 

course, means Christ. 
17 

This is what I am 

trying to say: The agreement God made with 

Abraham could not be canceled 430 years 

later when God gave the law to Moses. God 

would be breaking his promise. 
18 

For if the 

inheritance could be received by keeping the 

law, then it would not be the result of 

accepting God’s promise. But God 

graciously gave it to Abraham as a promise. 
19 

Why, then, was the law given? It was 

given alongside the promise to show people 

their sins. But the law was designed to last 

only until the coming of the child who was 

promised. God gave his law through angels 

to Moses, who was the mediator between 

God and the people. 
20 

Now a mediator is 

helpful if more than one party must reach an 

agreement. But God, who is one, did not use 

a mediator when he gave his promise to 

Abraham. 
21 

Is there a conflict, then, between God’s 

law and God’s promises? Absolutely not! If 

the law could give us new life, we could be 

made right with God by obeying it. 
22 

But 

the Scriptures declare that we are all 

prisoners of sin, so we receive God’s 

promise of freedom only by believing in 

Jesus Christ. 

 
God is known for meeting us on any path we take in life.  For Paul, God literally came on 
the road to Damascus.  Prior to his conversion, Paul was hell-bent on ensuring that the 
name of Jesus was driven into the ground.  But, as it turns out, it was Paul who ended up 
there instead (Acts 9:1-4). 
It was at that moment that Paul, blinded by Christ’s glorious presence, could see for the 
first time in his life.  No matter what he thought before, everything about the Law 
suddenly made sense.  None of it – not one word – mattered unless Jesus mattered too. 
The man who had breathed out murder to Christ’s followers began preaching freedom 
and life.  What was the promise to Abraham?  It’s not an obligation.  It is God himself.  
The Law is the result of our sinfulness.  It wouldn’t matter much if we innately opted to 
obey it.  God is above all of this, and it is through him that we too can rise above sin. 
Paul now knew what Christ meant when he said “if you continue in my word, you are 
truly my disciples; and you will know the truth, and the truth will make you free.” 
Paul picked himself up, and went on his way, forever traveling with these words on his 
lips: “We receive God’s promise of freedom only by believing in Jesus Christ.”   
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Third Tuesday in Lent 

 

Proverbs 8:22-35 (NLT) 
 
22 

“The LORD formed me from the 

beginning, 

    before he created anything else. 
23 

I was appointed in ages past, 

    at the very first, before the earth began. 
24 

I was born before the oceans were created, 

    before the springs bubbled forth their 

waters. 
25 

Before the mountains were formed, 

    before the hills, I was born— 
26 

before he had made the earth and fields 

    and the first handfuls of soil. 
27 

I was there when he established the 

heavens, 

    when he drew the horizon on the oceans. 
28 

I was there when he set the clouds above, 

    when he established springs deep in the 

earth. 
29 

I was there when he set the limits of the 

seas, 

    so they would not spread beyond their 

boundaries. 

And when he marked off the earth’s 

foundations, 
30 

    I was the architect at his side. 

I was his constant delight, 

    rejoicing always in his presence. 
31 

And how happy I was with the world he 

created; 

    how I rejoiced with the human family! 
32 

“And so, my children, listen to me, 
    for all who follow my ways are joyful. 
33 

Listen to my instruction and be wise. 

    Don’t ignore it. 
34 

Joyful are those who listen to me, 

    watching for me daily at my gates, 
    waiting for me outside my home! 
35 

For whoever finds me finds life 

    and receives favor from the LORD. 

 

The book of Proverbs makes for several good refrigerator magnets.  Too easily we can 
salvage the occasional verse from the book to satisfy our here and now.  But the deeper 
meaning of the verses is found not in each individual instance, but through the greater 
context of the book itself.  And, even further, the meaning is found in the entire context 
of the Bible. 
Proverbs highlights God’s wisdom.  The wise man knows how to apply the proverbs 
accurately, and the wise man finds a refuge in the LORD.  In Proverbs, chapter 8, Wisdom 
becomes personified for us.  She is the first created before the rest of creation.  She is 
the Architect by the side of God when he laid the foundation of the world.  Whoever 
finds her finds life and receives favor from the LORD. 
Jesus is the Word, with God in the beginning, and fully God himself.  And though Christ 
was never created, he fully embodies God’s wisdom.  “If you continue in my word, you 
are truly my disciples; and you will know the truth, and the truth will make you free.” 
The wisdom of God isn’t supposed to be applied to certain circumstances; it should 
encompass all aspects of our lives.  A life enshrouded in sin is a life separated from the 
wisdom of God.  We are called to seek Wisdom and find God’s favor.  We find Wisdom 
when we find Jesus Christ.  It is through him only that we truly are made free from sin 
and restored back to life. 
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Fourth Wednesday in Lent 

 

Joshua 2:1-14 
 

Then Joshua son of Nun secretly sent two 

spies from Shittim. “Go, look over the land,” 

he said, “especially Jericho.” So they went 

and entered the house of a prostitute named 

Rahab and stayed there. 
2 

The king of Jericho was told, “Look, some 

of the Israelites have come here tonight to 

spy out the land.” 
3 

So the king of Jericho 

sent this message to Rahab: “Bring out the 

men who came to you and entered your 

house, because they have come to spy out 

the whole land.” 
4 

But the woman had taken the two men and 

hidden them. She said, “Yes, the men came 

to me, but I did not know where they had 

come from. 
5 

At dusk, when it was time to 

close the city gate, they left. I don’t know 

which way they went. Go after them 

quickly. You may catch up with them.” 
6 

(But she had taken them up to the roof and 

hidden them under the stalks of flax she had 

laid out on the roof.) 
7 

So the men set out in 

pursuit of the spies on the road that leads to 

the fords of the Jordan, and as soon as the 

pursuers had gone out, the gate was shut. 
8 

Before the spies lay down for the night, she 

went up on the roof 
9 

and said to them, “I 

know that the LORD has given you this land 

and that a great fear of you has fallen on us, 

so that all who live in this country are 

melting in fear because of you. 
10 

We have 

heard how the LORD dried up the water of 

the Red Sea for you when you came out of 

Egypt, and what you did to Sihon and Og, 

the two kings of the Amorites east of the 

Jordan, whom you completely destroyed. 
11 

When we heard of it, our hearts melted in 

fear and everyone’s courage failed because 

of you, for the LORD your God is God in 

heaven above and on the earth below. 
12 

“Now then, please swear to me by the 

LORD that you will show kindness to my 

family, because I have shown kindness to 

you. Give me a sure sign 
13 

that you will 

spare the lives of my father and mother, my 

brothers and sisters, and all who belong to 

them—and that you will save us from 

death.” 
14 

“Our lives for your lives!” the men 

assured her. “If you don’t tell what we are 

doing, we will treat you kindly and faithfully 

when the LORD gives us the land.” 

When the Israelite troops were being assembled, God gave Moses this command: “GOD, 
your God, will turn [nations] over to you and you will conquer them. You must completely 
destroy them, offering them up as a holy destruction to GOD.  5ƻƴΩǘ ƳŀƪŜ ŀ ǘǊŜŀǘȅ ǿƛǘƘ 
ǘƘŜƳΦ  5ƻƴΩǘ ƭŜǘ ǘƘŜƳ ƻŦŦ ƛƴ ŀƴȅ ǿŀȅ” (Deuteronomy 7:2, The Message).  God seemed to 
really mean this, because he ends up saying it more than once. 
But along came Rahab, a member of Jericho’s sex industry, with a knack for hiding enemy 
combatants, and making quid pro quos after lying to her neighbors’ faces.  And maybe 
the Israelites really liked her, or maybe they just forgot God’s command.  But whatever 
the reason, they let Rahab live.  The rest of Jericho wasn’t so lucky. 
We’re never really told why God permitted Rahab and her family to be spared.  One 
indication, though, is that she understood what even God’s chosen people so often 
forgot: Yahweh is God in heaven above and on the earth below.  Perhaps this sneaky, 
deceitful woman of the night was more a person of God than even the Israelites, 
themselves. 
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Fourth Thursday in Lent 

 

Exodus 19:3-6, 24:3-8 (NRSV) 

 
Then Moses went up to God; the LORD 

called to him from the mountain, saying, 

“Thus you shall say to the house of Jacob, 

and tell the Israelites: 
4 

You have seen what I 

did to the Egyptians, and how I bore you on 

eagles’ wings and brought you to myself. 
5 

Now therefore, if you obey my voice and 

keep my covenant, you shall be my 

treasured possession out of all the peoples. 

Indeed, the whole earth is mine, 
6 

but you 

shall be for me a priestly kingdom and a 

holy nation. These are the words that you 

shall speak to the Israelites.” 

 

Moses came and told the people all the 

words of the LORD and all the ordinances; 

and all the people answered with one voice, 

and said, “All the words that the LORD has 

spoken we will do.” 
4 

And Moses wrote 

down all the words of the LORD. He rose 

early in the morning, and built an altar at the 

foot of the mountain, and set up twelve 

pillars, corresponding to the twelve tribes of 

Israel. 
5 

He sent young men of the people of 

Israel, who offered burnt offerings and 

sacrificed oxen as offerings of well-being to 

the LORD. 
6 

Moses took half of the blood and 

put it in basins, and half of the blood he 

dashed against the altar. 
7 

Then he took the 

book of the covenant, and read it in the 

hearing of the people; and they said, “All 

that the LORD has spoken we will do, and 

we will be obedient.” 
8 

Moses took the blood 

and dashed it on the people, and said, “See 

the blood of the covenant that the LORD has 

made with you in accordance with all these 

words.” 

 
When God spoke the Law to Moses, both understood that this was a covenant between 
them.  To Noah, God had pledged never to destroy all of creation.  To Abraham, he had 
pledged that he would be with him and establish a nation from him.  To Moses and the 
Israelites, he gave them their identity. 
The Law was never meant for legalism.  It didn’t provide the dos and don’ts of life, 
showing how to earn God’s love (or at least his favor).  They showed everyone what it 
meant to distinguish themselves from other nations.  God provided them with 
ceremonial, civil, and moral laws, all meant to create a relationship between us and God. 
But as the story progresses, the Israelites value the Law less for relationship and more for 
atonement (that is, when they bothered to value the Law at all).  Of course, if the Law 
worked in this way, giving us a checklist in order to remove sin from our lives, 
hypothetically we could eventually do away with it once we complete every law. 
But Jesus comes along and says this isn’t so.  Instead, he says that the Law will remain 
even after heaven and earth pass away (see Matthew 5:17-18). 
Like all divine covenants, God establishes the Law as an unending promise.  We still find 
our identity through the Law.  Only this time, it is made truer through Jesus Christ.  Jesus, 
truly God, is the giver of the Law.  But he is also the keeper of the Law; upholding all it, 
and taking on our punishment for not doing so.  It is through him that it is fulfilled, for he 
reestablishes our relationship with God by removing the sin that separates us. 
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Fourth Friday in Lent 

 

Jeremiah 11:1-8 (NIV) 
 

This is the word that came to Jeremiah from 

the LORD: 
2 

“Listen to the terms of this 

covenant and tell them to the people of 

Judah and to those who live in Jerusalem. 
3 

Tell them that this is what the LORD, the 

God of Israel, says: ‘Cursed is the one who 

does not obey the terms of this covenant— 
4 

the terms I commanded your ancestors 

when I brought them out of Egypt, out of the 

iron-smelting furnace.’ I said, ‘Obey me and 

do everything I command you, and you will 

be my people, and I will be your God. 
5 

Then I will fulfill the oath I swore to your 

ancestors, to give them a land flowing with 

milk and honey’—the land you possess 

today.” 

I answered, “Amen, LORD.” 
6 

The LORD said to me, “Proclaim all these 

words in the towns of Judah and in the 

streets of Jerusalem: ‘Listen to the terms of 

this covenant and follow them. 
7 

From the 

time I brought your ancestors up from Egypt 

until today, I warned them again and again, 

saying, “Obey me.” 
8 

But they did not listen 

or pay attention; instead, they followed the 

stubbornness of their evil hearts. So I 

brought on them all the curses of the 

covenant I had commanded them to follow 

but that they did not keep.’” 
9 

Then the LORD said to me, “There is a 

conspiracy among the people of Judah and 

those who live in Jerusalem. 
10 

They have 

returned to the sins of their ancestors, who 

refused to listen to my words. They have 

followed other gods to serve them. Both 

Israel and Judah have broken the covenant I 

made with their ancestors. 
11 

Therefore this 

is what the LORD says: ‘I will bring on them 

a disaster they cannot escape. Although they 

cry out to me, I will not listen to them. 
12 

The towns of Judah and the people of 

Jerusalem will go and cry out to the gods to 

whom they burn incense, but they will not 

help them at all when disaster strikes. 

 

The first two commandments identify the supreme holiness and solitary power of God:  
Do not have any gods before me and do not worship any image you have made for 
yourself.  And, just in case we were confused about who was truly holy, God throws in 
the third commandment: Do not misuse the name of God. 
When the people of Judah neglected these commandments, God chose Jeremiah to hear 
the bulk of his anger.  Curse after curse is announced, leaving the sad prophet little good 
news to share with his friends. 
It’s easy to question whether or not such curses showcase a loving God, or one who is 
quick to lash out whenever he feels neglected.  Some could even use this to suggest 
hypocrisy within our faith.  We certainly wouldn’t have begrudged Jeremiah had he 
raised this point with God at some moment. 
But we never see this happen.  Instead, Jeremiah seems to agree with God.  God had 
made a covenant with his people, and instead of maintaining it, they chose to abandon 
him and return to their sinful ways.  What’s revealed to us is not the irrationality of God, 
but the failings and futility of sin.  Lost in our sin, we merely face disaster.  It is only 
through God that we can escape this fate. 
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Fourth Saturday in Lent 

 

Psalm 119:1-16 (NJV) 

 
Blessed are the undefiled in the way, 

Who walk in the law of the LORD! 
2 

Blessed are those who keep His 

testimonies, 

Who seek Him with the whole heart! 
3 

They also do no iniquity; 

They walk in His ways. 
4 

You have commanded us 

To keep Your precepts diligently. 
5 

Oh, that my ways were directed 

To keep Your statutes! 
6 

Then I would not be ashamed, 

When I look into all Your commandments. 
7 

I will praise You with uprightness of heart, 

When I learn Your righteous judgments. 
8 

I will keep Your statutes; 

Oh, do not forsake me utterly! 

9 
How can a young man cleanse his way? 

By taking heed according to Your word. 
10 

With my whole heart I have sought You; 

Oh, let me not wander from Your 

commandments! 
11 

Your word I have hidden in my heart, 

That I might not sin against You. 
12 

Blessed are You, O LORD! 

Teach me Your statutes. 
13 

With my lips I have declared 

All the judgments of Your mouth. 
14 

I have rejoiced in the way of Your 

testimonies, 

As much as in all riches. 
15 

I will meditate on Your precepts, 

And contemplate Your ways. 
16 

I will delight myself in Your statutes; 

I will not forget Your word. 

 
At one hundred and seventy-six verses, the longest chapter in the Bible is Psalm 119.  
This psalm spends its entirety singing the praises of God’s Law, delighting in its 
commands, judgments, precepts, and every other word.  Too often this psalm is 
neglected, not only for its staggering length, but also because it’s hard to find such joy 
when reading the Biblical Law books for any period of time. 
But while reading the dos and don’ts of Leviticus and Deuteronomy may bring tedium to 
some, for the author of this psalm, he finds a deeper meaning in the laws; he finds God’s 
very own identity. 
This psalm praises the judgments of the Law for doing away with wickedness, for leading 
us when we are without direction, for giving Kings true wisdom, for showing us the way 
back to God when we are lost.  These words, praising the Law of God, can be applied to 
Jesus, who fulfills this Law. 
Jesus revives us in his loving-kindness (v. 88).  He deals with us in mercy (v. 124).  The 
righteousness of his testimony is everlasting (v. 144). 
The establishment of the Law brings us into relationship with God.  This covenant is 
fulfilled through Jesus Christ our Lord.  In this way, we can share in the celebration and 
elation of the psalmist.  To Jesus we join in singing: 
“I long for your salvation, O Lord, and your Law is my delight” (v. 174). 
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Fourth Sunday in Lent 

 

Luke 9:28-35 (NLT) 
 

About eight days later Jesus took Peter, 

John, and James up on a mountain to pray. 
29 

And as he was praying, the appearance of 

his face was transformed, and his clothes 

became dazzling white. 
30 

Suddenly, two 

men, Moses and Elijah, appeared and began 

talking with Jesus. 
31 

They were glorious to 

see. And they were speaking about his 

exodus from this world, which was about to 

be fulfilled in Jerusalem. 
32 

Peter and the others had fallen asleep. 

When they woke up, they saw Jesus’ glory 

and the two men standing with him. 
33 

As 

Moses and Elijah were starting to leave, 

Peter, not even knowing what he was 

saying, blurted out, “Master, it’s wonderful 

for us to be here! Let’s make three shelters 

as memorials—one for you, one for Moses, 

and one for Elijah.” 
34 

But even as he was 

saying this, a cloud overshadowed them, and 

terror gripped them as the cloud covered 

them. 
35 

Then a voice from the cloud said, “This is 

my Son, my Chosen One. Listen to him.” 

“When the voice finished, Jesus was there 

alone.  They didn’t tell anyone at that time 

what they had seen.”

 

“We have seen his glory, the glory of the Father’s one and only Son,” writes John in his 
gospel (John 1:14).  Perhaps this glory was no greater realized than when John, Peter, 
and James beheld Jesus’ transfiguration on the mountain one night. 
For the disciples blessed enough to have been there at that night, seeing Jesus in that 
state would have come as not only a shock, but probably a relief.  Only about a week 
beforehand had Jesus predicted his death and resurrection.  He finished this off by 
challenging those listening “if anyone is ashamed of me and my message, the Son of Man 
will be ashamed of that person when he returns in his glory…” (Luke 9:26).  Then, that 
night on the mountain, they got firm evidence that Jesus meant what he said.  And if to 
drill in the point further, Christ gathered together the two men, Moses and Elijah.   
And just in case there was any confusion as to the magnitude of that moment, a voice 
rang out from heaven announcing Jesus as the “Chosen One. “ 
“Listen to him,” the voice said. 
When the smoke cleared and the disciples came back to their senses, Jesus was alone.  
But somehow, even after departing, Moses and Elijah remained with him.  It wasn’t so 
much that they influenced Jesus, but rather, Jesus gave finality to their missions.  All the 
work that they had done was given purpose and being made known in the life of Jesus 
Christ.  “Do not think that I have come to abolish the Law or the Prophets; I have not 
come to abolish them but to fulfill them,” Jesus says (Matthew 5:17). 
From that point on, at least until his death, Jesus resumed his previous appearance.  But 
one can suspect that the disciples who witnessed his glory would never be quite satisfied 
until they saw it again. 
See also Revelation 1:10-18 
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Fourth Monday in Lent 
 

2 Corinthians 3:7-18 (NLT) 

 
The old way, with laws etched in stone, led 

to death, though it began with such glory 

that the people of Israel could not bear to 

look at Moses’ face. For his face shone with 

the glory of God, even though the brightness 

was already fading away. 
8 

Shouldn’t we 

expect far greater glory under the new way, 

now that the Holy Spirit is giving life? 
9 

If 

the old way, which brings condemnation, 

was glorious, how much more glorious is the 

new way, which makes us right with God! 
10 

In fact, that first glory was not glorious at 

all compared with the overwhelming glory 

of the new way. 
11 

So if the old way, which 

has been replaced, was glorious, how much 

more glorious is the new, which remains 

forever! 
12 

Since this new way gives us such 

confidence, we can be very bold. 
13 

We are 

not like Moses, who put a veil over his face 

so the people of Israel would not see the 

glory, even though it was destined to fade 

away. 
14 

But the people’s minds were 

hardened, and to this day whenever the old 

covenant is being read, the same veil covers 

their minds so they cannot understand the 

truth. And this veil can be removed only by 

believing in Christ. 
15 

Yes, even today when 

they read Moses’ writings, their hearts are 

covered with that veil, and they do not 

understand. 
16 

But whenever someone turns to the Lord, 

the veil is taken away. 
17 

For the Lord is the 

Spirit, and wherever the Spirit of the Lord is, 

there is freedom. 
18 

So all of us who have 

had that veil removed can see and reflect the 

glory of the Lord. And the Lord—who is the 

Spirit—makes us more and more like him as 

we are changed into his glorious image. 

 

The Corinthians had never yet seemed to understand the significance of a faith in Christ, 
and Paul needed to get them to put their faith into practice.  He needed some way to 
convey the magnitude of his mission. 
So he began to preach how our lives are transformed by the Good News of Christ. 
Confidence, clarity, overwhelming glory, rightness with God; these are qualities of a life in 
Christ. 
Paul spoke of Moses’ need to veil himself, about the shortcomings of our understanding, 
and about the deficiency of the Law.  These are attributes of the old way of life.  But now, 
now that Jesus has come, our lives are no longer subjected to this deficit.  Instead, God is 
at work, making us more and more in his image each day, returning us to our pre-sin 
created state. 
Paul cajoled the Corinthians to aspire to boldness with this identity.  God is a work, and 
Christ’s glory will never fade away.  The Lord offers us freedom from sin.  It is no longer a 
time to cower.  Now is the time to reflect the magnificence of God. 
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Fourth Tuesday in Lent 

 

2 Kings 22:3-13 (NIV) 

 
In the eighteenth year of his reign, King 

Josiah sent the secretary, Shaphan son of 

Azaliah, the son of Meshullam, to the 

temple of the LORD. He said: 
4 

“Go up to 

Hilkiah the high priest and have him get 

ready the money that has been brought into 

the temple of the LORD, which the 

doorkeepers have collected from the people. 
5 

Have them entrust it to the men appointed 

to supervise the work on the temple. And 

have these men pay the workers who repair 

the temple of the LORD— 
6 

the carpenters, 

the builders and the masons. Also have them 

purchase timber and dressed stone to repair 

the temple. 
7 

But they need not account for 

the money entrusted to them, because they 

are honest in their dealings.” 
8 

Hilkiah the high priest said to Shaphan the 

secretary, “I have found the Book of the 

Law in the temple of the LORD.” He gave it 

to Shaphan, who read it. 
9 

Then Shaphan the 

secretary went to the king and reported to 

him: “Your officials have paid out the 

money that was in the temple of the LORD 

and have entrusted it to the workers and 

supervisors at the temple.” 
10 

Then Shaphan 

the secretary informed the king, “Hilkiah the 

priest has given me a book.” And Shaphan 

read from it in the presence of the king. 
11 

When the king heard the words of the 

Book of the Law, he tore his robes. 
12 

He 

gave these orders to Hilkiah the priest, 

Ahikam son of Shaphan, Akbor son of 

Micaiah, Shaphan the secretary and Asaiah 

the king’s attendant: 
13 

“Go and inquire of 

the LORD for me and for the people and for 

all Judah about what is written in this book 

that has been found. Great is the LORD’s 

anger that burns against us because those 

who have gone before us have not obeyed 

the words of this book; they have not acted 

in accordance with all that is written there 

concerning us.” 

 

King Josiah intended to do repairs to the Temple.  A few coats of paint and maybe a floor 
polish would do it good.  So he sent a few workers out to get some money for the repairs.  
But instead of cash, the workers returned with something more valuable: the Book of the 
Law of God. 
Josiah did what was right in the eyes of the LORD, we are told (2 Kings 22:2).  Whereas 
other kings neglected or even forgot the Law, he realized its importance.  He was so 
devastated at hearing how far astray his people had gone from God’s commands that he 
tore his clothes and immediately changed the priorities of his political agenda.  “Go and 
inquire of the LORD… about what is written in this book,” he says. 
That which started as a small repair operation for the Temple turned into a full scale 
renovation project for the nation.  Josiah devoted his entire reign to destroying pagan 
images, firing corrupt priests, and celebrating the devotion of God to his people. 
Josiah “turned to the LORD with all his heart, and soul, and strength, obeying all the laws 
of Moses” (2 Kings 23:25).  For him, the Law was not a checklist of regulations, it was his 
identity; his connection with God.  He embraced it; he rejoiced in it.  When Jesus spoke 
about “the light of world” (Matthew 5:14), Josiah was one who likely came to his mind. 
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Fifth Wednesday in Lent 

 

Nehemiah 9:32-38, 10:28-29 (NRSV) 

 
“Now therefore, our God—the great and 

mighty and awesome God, keeping covenant 

and steadfast love—do not treat lightly all 

the hardship that has come upon us, upon 

our kings, our officials, our priests, our 

prophets, our ancestors, and all your people, 

since the time of the kings of Assyria until 

today. 
33 

You have been just in all that has 

come upon us, for you have dealt faithfully 

and we have acted wickedly; 
34 

our kings, 

our officials, our priests, and our ancestors 

have not kept your law or heeded the 

commandments and the warnings that you 

gave them. 
35 

Even in their own kingdom, 

and in the great goodness you bestowed on 

them, and in the large and rich land that you 

set before them, they did not serve you and 

did not turn from their wicked works. 
36 

Here we are, slaves to this day—slaves in 

the land that you gave to our ancestors to 

enjoy its fruit and its good gifts. 
37 

Its rich 

yield goes to the kings whom you have set 

over us because of our sins; they have power 

also over our bodies and over our livestock 

at their pleasure, and we are in great 

distress.” 
38 

Because of all this we make a firm 

agreement in writing, and on that sealed 

document are inscribed the names of our 

officials, our Levites, and our priests.” 

 

The rest of the people, the priests, the 

Levites, the gatekeepers, the singers, the 

temple servants, and all who have separated 

themselves from the peoples of the lands to 

adhere to the law of God, their wives, their 

sons, their daughters, all who have 

knowledge and understanding, 
29 

join with 

their kin, their nobles, and enter into a curse 

and an oath to walk in God’s law, which was 

given by Moses the servant of God, and to 

observe and do all the commandments of the 

LORD our Lord and his ordinances and his 

statutes. 

 

Disaster came to Jerusalem, just as God had said would happen.  The Assyrians – a nation 
determined on eradicating all other nations – came in and took over the city.  Those living 
in Judah at the time were killed.  If they weren’t killed they were enslaved.  And if they 
weren’t enslaved they were driven away in exile. 
Sometime later, under the Persian Empire, the people of God were allowed to return to 
Jerusalem and establish it once again as their holy city.  Ezra, the scribe, and Nehemiah, 
the governor, oversaw this.  They were set on making sure this new city would recognize 
who it was who truly allowed them to live in this promised land.  So, along with every 
citizen of Jerusalem, they reconfirmed their covenant with God.  They even went so far as 
to sign their names to a formal contract.  Everyone, they said, would adhere to the Law of 
God, lest another curse be brought down on them.  They probably even meant it too. 
But sin is a powerful force in this world.  It wasn’t long before the reestablished Judeans 
began practicing old habits.  Sin and negligence of God brings forth disaster, and 
somehow they didn’t learn their lesson the first time. 
In spite of our best efforts, we fail at establishing ourselves free from sin.  But with Jesus, 
our covenant isn’t just upheld; it’s made stronger every day. (See also Haggai 2:9) 
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Fifth Thursday in Lent 

 

2 Samuel 7:1-16 

 
When King David was settled in his palace 

and the LORD had given him rest from all 

the surrounding enemies, 
2 

the king 

summoned Nathan the prophet. “Look,” 

David said, “I am living in a beautiful cedar 

palace, but the Ark of God is out there in a 

tent!” 
3 

Nathan replied to the king, “Go ahead and 

do whatever you have in mind, for the LORD 

is with you.” 
4 

But that same night the LORD said to 

Nathan, 
5 

“Go and tell my servant David, ‘This is 

what the LORD has declared: Are you the 

one to build a house for me to live in? 
6 

I 

have never lived in a house, from the day I 

brought the Israelites out of Egypt until this 

very day. I have always moved from one 

place to another with a tent and a Tabernacle 

as my dwelling. 
7 

Yet no matter where I 

have gone with the Israelites, I have never 

once complained to Israel’s tribal leaders, 

the shepherds of my people Israel. I have 

never asked them, “Why haven’t you built 

me a beautiful cedar house?”’ 
8 

“Now go and say to my servant David, 

‘This is what the LORD of Heaven’s Armies 

has declared: I took you from tending sheep 

in the pasture and selected you to be the 

leader of my people Israel. 
9 

I have been 

with you wherever you have gone, and I 

have destroyed all your enemies before your 

eyes. Now I will make your name as famous 

as anyone who has ever lived on the earth! 
10 

And I will provide a homeland for my 

people Israel, planting them in a secure 

place where they will never be disturbed. 

Evil nations won’t oppress them as they’ve 

done in the past, 
11 

starting from the time I 

appointed judges to rule my people Israel. 

And I will give you rest from all your 

enemies. 

“‘Furthermore, the LORD declares that he 

will make a house for you—a dynasty of 

kings! 
12 

For when you die and are buried 

with your ancestors, I will raise up one of 

your descendants, your own offspring, and I 

will make his kingdom strong. 
13 

He is the 

one who will build a house—a temple—for 

my name. And I will secure his royal throne 

forever. 
14 

I will be his father, and he will be 

my son. If he sins, I will correct and 

discipline him with the rod, like any father 

would do. 
15 

But my favor will not be taken 

from him as I took it from Saul, whom I 

removed from your sight. 
16 

Your house and 

your kingdom will continue before me for 

all time, and your throne will be secure 

forever.’” 

 

King David wanted to build God a temple, but God denied this plan.  David was not 
permitted to devote his name to God’s house, but God promised him something greater.  
“I will raise up one of your descendants… and I will make his kingdom strong.  He is the 
one who will build a house – a temple – for my name” God says. 
Lineage becomes the greater blessing; the greater legacy.  God would wander with his 
people no matter where they went, but he promised to establish a nation free from evil 
oppression, secure in a homeland, and a throne that would continue “for all time.”  In the 
short term, David understood this promise was meant for his son, Solomon.  In the long 
term, God knew it was meant for his own  son, Jesus. 



Lenten Devotional for Knox Presbyterian Church 

 35 
 

Fifth Friday in Lent 

 

Zephaniah 3:14-20 (NLT) 

 
Sing, O daughter of Zion; 

    shout aloud, O Israel! 

Be glad and rejoice with all your heart, 

    O daughter of Jerusalem! 
15 

For the LORD will remove his hand of 

judgment 

    and will disperse the armies of your 

enemy. 

And the LORD himself, the King of Israel, 

    will live among you! 

At last your troubles will be over, 

    and you will never again fear disaster. 
16 

On that day the announcement to 

Jerusalem will be, 

    “Cheer up, Zion! Don’t be afraid! 
17 

For the LORD your God is living among 

you. 

    He is a mighty savior. 

He will take delight in you with gladness. 

    With his love, he will calm all your fears. 

    He will rejoice over you with joyful 

songs.” 

18 
“I will gather you who mourn for the 

appointed festivals; 

    you will be disgraced no more. 
19 

And I will deal severely with all who have 

oppressed you. 

    I will save the weak and helpless ones; 

I will bring together 

    those who were chased away. 

I will give glory and fame to my former 

exiles, 

    wherever they have been mocked and 

shamed. 
20 

On that day I will gather you together 

    and bring you home again. 

I will give you a good name, a name of 

distinction, 

    among all the nations of the earth, 

as I restore your fortunes before their very 

eyes. 

    I, the LORD, have spoken!” 

 

The prophet Zephaniah spends most of his prophecy speaking about judgment: 
punishment for sin; destruction of enemy nations; the devouring of rebellious peoples.  
These are the things awaiting the world on the “terrible day of the LORD.”  But at the end 
of the prophecy, God speaks to a select few, a remnant of the faithful.  To these people, 
God pledges redemption. 
God never tells us to live by our wits and work out safety for ourselves.  He doesn’t say 
that any nation, not even Israel, is safe from destruction.  He never gives us a checklist of 
security measures.  Instead, that with which God leaves us are declarations of what he 
will do.  “I will gather… I will bring… I will give… I will… I will… I will….”  God, not 
humankind, is in control.  All of our actions, our schemes, our sins, become insignificant 
when compared to the action of God.   
In Isaiah, chapter 11, God says that “ǘƘŜ ƘŜƛǊ ǘƻ 5ŀǾƛŘΩǎ ǘƘǊƻƴŜ ǿƛƭƭ ōŜ ŀ ōŀƴƴŜǊ ƻŦ 
ǎŀƭǾŀǘƛƻƴ ǘƻ ǘƘŜ ŜƴǘƛǊŜ ǿƻǊƭŘΧΦ Lƴ ǘƘŀǘ Řŀȅ ǘƘŜ [hw5 ǿƛƭƭ ǊŜŀŎƘ ƻǳǘ Ƙƛǎ ƘŀƴŘΧ ǘƻ ōǊƛƴƎ 
back the remnant of his people” (vs. 10, 11).  This is the vision, which God promised 
David, of a strong kingdom.  With each declaration of “I will,” God announces his grace to 
us.  This passage reveals the work of Jesus in the world. 
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Fifth Saturday in Lent 
 

Psalm 2 (NKJV) 

 
Why do the nations rage, 

And the people plot a vain thing? 
2 

The kings of the earth set themselves, 

And the rulers take counsel together, 

Against the LORD and against His Anointed, 

saying, 
3 

“Let us break Their bonds in pieces 

And cast away Their cords from us.” 
4 

He who sits in the heavens shall laugh; 

The Lord shall hold them in derision. 
5 

Then He shall speak to them in His wrath, 

And distress them in His deep displeasure: 
6 

“Yet I have set My King 

On My holy hill of Zion.” 
7 

“I will declare the decree: 

The LORD has said to Me, 

‘You are My Son, 

Today I have begotten You. 
8 

Ask of Me, and I will give You 

The nations for Your inheritance, 

And the ends of the earth for Your 

possession. 
9 

You shall break them with a rod of iron; 

You shall dash them to pieces like a potter’s 

vessel.’” 
10 

Now therefore, be wise, O kings; 

Be instructed, you judges of the earth. 
11 

Serve the LORD with fear, 

And rejoice with trembling. 
12 

 Kiss the Son, lest He be angry, 

And you perish in the way, 

When His wrath is kindled but a little. 

Blessed are all those who put their trust in 

Him. 

 

“Blessed are all those who put their trust in Him.”  God rules over all nations; over all 
kings; over all peoples.  The Israelites had the bragging right of being God’s chosen 
people, but they did not have a monopoly on God’s interest. 
There are corrupt rulers in the world.  We may distress in the abundance of evil 
surrounding us.  But God, through all time, remains greater than any level of sin. 
 
“Blessed are all those who put their trust in Him.”  Jesus is the Anointed one.  We rise 
above all level of misery when we rely on him.  He does not abandon us to the evil in the 
world, but intends to deliver us from it.  He promised that he would gather all people, 
that he would restore our fortunes, that he would put us in distinction.  Away from God 
we perish, but following Jesus, we find life. 
 
“Blessed are all those who put their trust in Him.”  God remains with us, just as he 
promised Abraham, and just as he promised David.  God did not promise David some 
mythological hero to rule on the throne forever.  He promised his only begotten son, 
Jesus Christ.  God promised himself. 
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Fifth Sunday in Lent 

 

Mark 12:35-37 (NRSV) 

 
While Jesus was teaching in the temple, he said, “How can the scribes say that the Messiah is the 

son of David? 
36 

David himself, by the Holy Spirit, declared, 

‘The Lord said to my Lord, 

“Sit at my right hand, 

    until I put your enemies under your feet.”’ 
37 

David himself calls him Lord; so how can he be his son?” And the large crowd was listening to 

him with delight. 

 

Jesus had the crowd in the palm of his hand.  Intently they listened to him, and he 
decided to make them think.  “You’re expecting one of David’s children to come and 
rescue you from oppression,” he said, “and yet you don’t even think for a moment that 
this person should be more than just another man.” 
Indeed, with only the rare exception, the kings of Israel and Judah had failed at ensuring 
any restoration to God’s people.  And now look at things: Jerusalem had no Jewish king.  
This Messiah that everyone kept thinking about couldn’t be just another man.  There 
needed to be something greater than that to bring about restoration. 
To emphasize this point Jesus invoked the 110th psalm: 
 
The LORD said to my Lord, 
    ά{ƛǘ ƛƴ the place of honor at my right 
hand 
until I humble your enemies, 
    making them a footstool under your 
ŦŜŜǘΦέ 
2 The LORD will extend your powerful 
kingdom from Jerusalem; 
    you will rule over your enemies. 
3 When you go to war, 
    your people will serve you willingly. 
You are arrayed in holy garments, 
    and your strength will be renewed 
each day like the morning dew. 

4 The LORD has taken an oath and will not 
break his vow: 
    ά¸ƻǳ ŀǊŜ ŀ ǇǊƛŜǎǘ ŦƻǊŜǾŜǊ ƛƴ ǘƘŜ ƻǊŘŜǊ ƻŦ 
aŜƭŎƘƛȊŜŘŜƪΦέ 
5 The Lord stands at your right hand to 
protect you. 
    He will strike down many kings when 
his anger erupts. 
6 He will punish the nations 
    and fill their lands with corpses; 
    he will shatter heads over the whole 
earth. 
7 But he himself will be refreshed from 
brooks along the way. 
    He will be victorious. 

(Psalm 110, NLT) 
 

The Messiah would be greater than anything preconceived; not just a son of David, but 
the Lord of David.  He would be adorned in holy garments.  He would punish nations.  He 
would be an eternal priest.  Indeed, the Messiah would be God, himself. 
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Fifth Monday in Lent 

 

Acts 13:16-23, 32-39 (NIV) 

 
Standing up, Paul motioned with his hand 

and said: “Fellow Israelites and you Gentiles 

who worship God, listen to me! 
17 

The God 

of the people of Israel chose our ancestors; 

he made the people prosper during their stay 

in Egypt; with mighty power he led them out 

of that country; 
18 

for about forty years he 

endured their conduct in the wilderness; 
19 

and he overthrew seven nations in Canaan, 

giving their land to his people as their 

inheritance. 
20 

All this took about 450 years. 

“After this, God gave them judges until the 

time of Samuel the prophet. 
21 

Then the 

people asked for a king, and he gave them 

Saul son of Kish, of the tribe of Benjamin, 

who ruled forty years. 
22 

After removing 

Saul, he made David their king. God 

testified concerning him: ‘I have found 

David son of Jesse, a man after my own 

heart; he will do everything I want him to 

do.’ 
23 

“From this man’s descendants God has 

brought to Israel the Savior Jesus, as he 

promised. 

“We tell you the good news: What God 

promised our ancestors 
33 

he has fulfilled for 

us, their children, by raising up Jesus. As it 

is written in the second Psalm: 

“‘You are my son; 

    today I have become your father.’ 
34 

God raised him from the dead so that he 

will never be subject to decay. As God has 

said, 

“‘I will give you the holy and sure blessings 

promised to David.’ 
35 

So it is also stated elsewhere: 

“‘You will not let your holy one see decay.’ 
36 

“Now when David had served God’s 

purpose in his own generation, he fell 

asleep; he was buried with his ancestors and 

his body decayed. 
37 

But the one whom God 

raised from the dead did not see decay. 
38 

“Therefore, my friends, I want you to 

know that through Jesus the forgiveness of 

sins is proclaimed to you. 
39 

Through him 

everyone who believes is set free from every 

sin, a justification you were not able to 

obtain under the Law of Moses.  

 

The synagogue was buzzing with people that day, all of whom were interested in 
understanding the Law and the Prophets.  After a few verses of scripture were read, the 
leaders realized people still weren’t quite getting it.  So they asked Paul, who happened 
to be there that day, to share a few words and clarify the scripture. 
Paul stood up, and gave a brief lesson.  “Jesus is nothing new,” he announced.  “Looking 
at the whole progression of Jewish history, it’s clear that Jesus fits right in to it.  And not 
only does Jesus fit in, Jesus is the whole reason for the history.  He’s not just an 
addendum to the Law, or some next in line to David’s throne.  Jesus brings purpose to 
everything that has ever happened.  His life ensures that nothing is in vain.  Sin no longer 
matters, because Jesus is alive forever.” 
Pau stepped down from the pulpit, and people either loved him or hated him.  There’s no 
mention that anyone took this news with any level of indifference. 
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Fifth Tuesday in Lent 

 

Job 40:1-14 (NIV) 

 
The LORD said to Job: 
2 

“Will the one who contends with the 

Almighty correct him? 

    Let him who accuses God answer him!” 
3 

Then Job answered the LORD: 
4 

“I am unworthy—how can I reply to you? 

    I put my hand over my mouth. 
5 

I spoke once, but I have no answer— 

    twice, but I will say no more.” 
6 

Then the LORD spoke to Job out of the 

storm: 
7 

“Brace yourself like a man; 

    I will question you, 

    and you shall answer me. 
8 

“Would you discredit my justice? 

    Would you condemn me to justify 

yourself? 
9 

Do you have an arm like God’s, 

    and can your voice thunder like his? 
10 

Then adorn yourself with glory and 

splendor, 

    and clothe yourself in honor and majesty. 
11 

Unleash the fury of your wrath, 

    look at all who are proud and bring them 

low, 
12 

look at all who are proud and humble 

them, 

    crush the wicked where they stand. 
13 

Bury them all in the dust together; 

    shroud their faces in the grave. 
14 

Then I myself will admit to you 

    that your own right hand can save you. 
 

Who can save himself?  That is the question Job wanted answered.  He was a man who 
had never wronged God, never did anything to provoke a curse, and yet here he was 
ailing and destitute.  So he brings it to up to the Big Man himself. 
God’s answer? Only the one who can unleash the fury of God; the one who can humble 
the proud; the one adorned in glory can save himself. 
After facing so much disease, destruction, and death, Job was in dire straits.  When his 
friends came to give him the blame, it sent him over an edge.  Why was God so silent, he 
asked.  Why do good people suffer? 
God heard these questions, and posed a few, himself.  Then, for good measure, he posed 
a few more.  And then, with Job already cowering in defeat, he asked even more.  
“Would you discredit my justice? Would you condemn me to justify yourself?” 
At the end of his conversation with God, Job is left trembling and repentant.  We’re left 
with a sense that suffering may just be our lot in life, and trying to take it up with God will 
just cause more problems for ourselves. 
But the story of Job is not an end in itself.  The suffering of Job only foreshadows a 
greater theme.  Jesus takes the place of Job and becomes a righteous sufferer on the 
cross.  The difference, however, is that Jesus could crush the wicked where they stand.  
He is clothed in honor and majesty.  His voice is like thunder (or at the very least silences 
it).  But in spite of all these things, Jesus suffers willingly.  Job looks at his suffering and 
asks “Why doesn’t the Almighty bring the wicked to judgment, why must the godly wait 
for him in vain” (24:1).  Jesus looks at his and says “Father… your will be done, not mine” 
(Luke 22:42). 
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Six Wednesday in Lent 

 

2 Chronicles 6:7-11, 14-21 

 
Then Solomon said, “My father, David, 

wanted to build this Temple to honor the 

name of the LORD, the God of Israel. 
8 

But 

the LORD told him, ‘You wanted to build the 

Temple to honor my name. Your intention is 

good, 
9 

but you are not the one to do it. One 

of your own sons will build the Temple to 

honor me.’ 
10 

“And now the LORD has fulfilled the 

promise he made, for I have become king in 

my father’s place, and now I sit on the 

throne of Israel, just as the LORD promised. I 

have built this Temple to honor the name of 

the LORD, the God of Israel. 
11 

There I have 

placed the Ark, which contains the covenant 

that the LORD made with the people of 

Israel.” 

 
14 

He prayed, “O LORD, God of Israel, there 

is no God like you in all of heaven and 

earth. You keep your covenant and show 

unfailing love to all who walk before you in 

wholehearted devotion. 
15 

You have kept 

your promise to your servant David, my 

father. You made that promise with your 

own mouth, and with your own hands you 

have fulfilled it today. 
16 

“And now, O LORD, God of Israel, carry 

out the additional promise you made to your 

servant David, my father. For you said to 

him, ‘If your descendants guard their 

behavior and faithfully follow my Law as 

you have done, one of them will always sit 

on the throne of Israel.’ 
17 

Now, O LORD, 

God of Israel, fulfill this promise to your 

servant David. 
18 

“But will God really live on earth among 

people? Why, even the highest heavens 

cannot contain you. How much less this 

Temple I have built! 
19 

Nevertheless, listen 

to my prayer and my plea, O LORD my God. 

Hear the cry and the prayer that your servant 

is making to you. 
20 

May you watch over this 

Temple day and night, this place where you 

have said you would put your name. May 

you always hear the prayers I make toward 

this place. 
21 

May you hear the humble and 

earnest requests from me and your people 

Israel when we pray toward this place. Yes, 

hear us from heaven where you live, and 

when you hear, forgive. 
 

For as glorious as David’s reign in Israel was, he never had the experience of cutting the 
ribbon on a new Temple.  Solomon took that honor, and he made sure to cite the fact 
that God had previously promised the event to his father. 
But now that the moment had finally come, even Solomon’s glory seemed incomplete.  
The Temple was built, it housed the Ark of the Covenant permanently, and Israel’s 
devotion to God was made manifest… but how could this Temple be worthy of God when 
even the heavens cannot contain him? 
“Will God really live on earth among people,” Solomon asks.  The whole event, though 
grand for humans, seemed too small to fit God.  But Solomon also remembered the 
greater promise: one of David’s descendants “will always sit on the throne of Israel.” 
Yes, unbeknownst to the Israelites, God really would live on earth among people, and he 
would do so as a descendant of David.  And the Temple would prove too small for God, 
but only because the love of Christ extended too far to be contained. 
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Sixth Thursday in Lent 

 

Jeremiah 31:31-34 (NLT) 

 
“The day is coming,” says the LORD, “when 

I will make a new covenant with the people 

of Israel and Judah. 
32 

This covenant will not 

be like the one I made with their ancestors 

when I took them by the hand and brought 

them out of the land of Egypt. They broke 

that covenant, though I loved them as a 

husband loves his wife,” says the LORD. 
33 

“But this is the new covenant I will make 

with the people of Israel after those days,” 

says the LORD. “I will put my instructions 

deep within them, and I will write them on 

their hearts. I will be their God, and they 

will be my people. 
34 

And they will not need 

to teach their neighbors, nor will they need 

to teach their relatives, saying, ‘You should 

know the LORD.’ For everyone, from the 

least to the greatest, will know me already,” 

says the LORD. “And I will forgive their 

wickedness, and I will never again 

remember their sins.” 

 
People tended to dislike Jeremiah.  He must had to have appeared to be a lunatic: he 
walked around wearing an ox yoke as a necklace, he broke brand new, straight-from-the-
pottery-store jars, and he proudly displayed his rotting underwear to anyone he saw. 
His message of doom and gloom didn’t win many him friends, either. It brought him 
under fierce interrogation, led him to a foreign country against his will, and even threw 
him down in the mud of a deep hole.  He certainly made an enemy or two when he 
announced that Israel was like an unfaithful wife, that destruction was inevitable for the 
kingdoms, and when he compared God’s people to rotting figs. 
Even Jeremiah, himself, seemed uncomfortable with the whole prophet gig, trying to 
remind God that he was “too young” for the job. 
But in spite of the problems and the horror stories and the publicity stunts, God chose 
Jeremiah to announce a new plan moving forward: 
“I will make a new covenant with my people… I will be their God, and they will be my 
people… I will never again remember their sins.” 
 
Even amidst news of despair and sin and destruction, we see God’s covenants at work.  
The exile was coming, but so was Jesus.  God remained with his people.  He would not 
completely abandon them; he would not complete destroy them.  “He will not constantly 
accuse us, nor remain angry forever,” the psalmist declares (Psalm 103:9).  Within the 
words of lamentation and punishment, we find Christ’s promise of celebration and 
freedom. 
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Sixth Friday in Lent 

 

Zechariah 9:9-12 (NRSV) 

 
Rejoice greatly, O daughter Zion! 

    Shout aloud, O daughter Jerusalem! 

Lo, your king comes to you; 

    triumphant and victorious is he, 

humble and riding on a donkey, 

    on a colt, the foal of a donkey. 
10 

He will cut off the chariot from Ephraim 

    and the war-horse from Jerusalem; 

and the battle bow shall be cut off, 

    and he shall command peace to the 

nations; 

his dominion shall be from sea to sea, 

    and from the River to the ends of the 

earth. 
11 

As for you also, because of the blood of 

my covenant with you, 

    I will set your prisoners free from the 

waterless pit. 
12 

Return to your stronghold, O prisoners of 

hope; 

    today I declare that I will restore to you 

double. 

 
A donkey.  Not a war horse.  The king of Jerusalem, the one to sit on David’s throne, rides 
in on a donkey. 
This working animal is a sign of peace.  Not the large, majestic creature on which warriors 
ride.  “He will cut off the chariot… and the war-horse” we read.   
His name shall be called Wonderful Counselor, the Mighty God, the Everlasting Father, 
the Prince of Peace” the prophet Isaiah tells us (Isa. 9:6).   
“He shall command peace to the nations.”   
This king, who will subdue nations, subdues them in peace. He rules to the ends of the 
earth.  God remembers his covenant to his people; a people exiled and overpowered.  He 
promises that the blood of his covenant will save us from a slow, painful death.  His blood 
restores.  His blood frees. 
The king is coming.  Israel’s king.  God’s anointed king.  God himself. 
Rejoice and shout! 
Return to your stronghold.  Return to God.  The Messiah is coming. 
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Sixth Saturday in Lent 

 

Psalm 145 

 
A Praise of David. 

 

I will extol You, my God, O King; 

And I will bless Your name forever and 

ever. 
2 

Every day I will bless You, 

And I will praise Your name forever and 

ever. 
3 

Great is the LORD, and greatly to be 

praised; 

And His greatness is unsearchable. 
4 

One generation shall praise Your works to 

another, 

And shall declare Your mighty acts. 
5 

I will meditate on the glorious splendor of 

Your majesty, 

And on Your wondrous works. 
6 

Men shall speak of the might of Your 

awesome acts, 

And I will declare Your greatness. 
7 

They shall utter the memory of Your great 

goodness, 

And shall sing of Your righteousness. 
8 

The LORD is gracious and full of 

compassion, 

Slow to anger and great in mercy. 
9 

The LORD is good to all, 

And His tender mercies are over all His 

works. 
10 

All Your works shall praise You, O LORD, 

And Your saints shall bless You. 

11 
They shall speak of the glory of Your 

kingdom, 

And talk of Your power, 
12 

To make known to the sons of men His 

mighty acts, 

And the glorious majesty of His kingdom. 
13 

Your kingdom is an everlasting kingdom, 

And Your dominion endures throughout all 

generations. 
14 

The LORD upholds all who fall, 

And raises up all who are bowed down. 
15 

The eyes of all look expectantly to You, 

And You give them their food in due season. 
16 

You open Your hand 

And satisfy the desire of every living thing. 
17 

The LORD is righteous in all His ways, 

Gracious in all His works. 
18 

The LORD is near to all who call upon 

Him, 

To all who call upon Him in truth. 
19 

He will fulfill the desire of those who fear 

Him; 

He also will hear their cry and save them. 
20 

The LORD preserves all who love Him, 

But all the wicked He will destroy. 
21 

My mouth shall speak the praise of the 

LORD, 

And all flesh shall bless His holy name 

Forever and ever. 

 

We hear the words of Mary’s Magnificat.  We witness Jesus raising Lazarus from the 
dead.  We are assured, as David was, of God’s covenant promising a king forever. 
Psalm 145 bears witness to the power of God.  It praises God’s loyalty, his mercy, and his 
authority.  It reminds us to be expectant, to be grateful, and to be filled with wonder at 
all the workings of God. 
Through all these things, Psalm 145 reveals the life of Jesus.  One thousand years before 
Christ walked on earth, David sang these words.  Now, knowing of Christ’s resurrection, 
we sing them just as loudly.  And in a thousand years, praise will still be given to God.  “All 
flesh shall bless His holy name; forever and ever.” (See also Revelation 5:13) 
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Sixth Sunday in Lent (Palm Sunday) 

 

John 12:12-19 (NLT) 

 
The next day, the news that Jesus was on the 

way to Jerusalem swept through the city. A 

large crowd of Passover visitors 
13 

took palm 

branches and went down the road to meet 

him. They shouted,  

“Praise God! 

Blessings on the one who comes in the name 

of the LORD! 

Hail to the King of Israel!” 
14 

Jesus found a young donkey and rode on 

it, fulfilling the prophecy that said: 
15 

“Don’t be afraid, people of Jerusalem. 

Look, your King is coming, 

    riding on a donkey’s colt.” 

16 
His disciples didn’t understand at the time 

that this was a fulfillment of prophecy. But 

after Jesus entered into his glory, they 

remembered what had happened and 

realized that these things had been written 

about him. 
17 

Many in the crowd had seen Jesus call 

Lazarus from the tomb, raising him from the 

dead, and they were telling others about it. 
18 

That was the reason so many went out to 

meet him—because they had heard about 

this miraculous sign. 
19 

Then the Pharisees 

said to each other, “There’s nothing we can 

do. Look, everyone has gone after him!” 

 
Jesus found a donkey.  “He shall command peace to the nations.”  This was his mission, 
why he had come.  Did these people know it?  They called him King of Israel.  They rushed 
to see him.  The Pharisees all but gave up on controlling the crowd. 
But could they fathom his mission?  His blood would set all prisoners free.  He would 
establish an everlasting kingdom to the ends of the earth. 
This story finds a unique place in history as one of the few to appear in all four gospels.  
Its importance rests in its validation of Jesus’ ministry.  It establishes Jesus as the 
anointed King.  This is his identity; it always was and will always be.   
But we are told that the disciples did not remember the prophet Zechariah when this 
occurred.  Did the Pharisees remember?  Did anyone in the crowd? 
They sang so loudly that day; so expectantly.  Yet, in less than a week, their shouts would 
cease to be joyous.  The man who raised others from the dead would face death himself.   
But on that day, they celebrated as if they knew the end of the story.  “Praise God,” they 
shouted.  “Hail to the King of Israel!” 
Look, your King is riding on a donkey. 
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Sixth Monday in Lent 

 

Romans 15:1-13 (NIV) 

 
We who are strong ought to bear with the 

failings of the weak and not to please 

ourselves. 
2 

Each of us should please our 

neighbors for their good, to build them up. 
3 

For even Christ did not please himself but, 

as it is written: “The insults of those who 

insult you have fallen on me.” 
4 

For 

everything that was written in the past was 

written to teach us, so that through the 

endurance taught in the Scriptures and the 

encouragement they provide we might have 

hope. 
5 

May the God who gives endurance and 

encouragement give you the same attitude of 

mind toward each other that Christ Jesus 

had, 
6 

so that with one mind and one voice 

you may glorify the God and Father of our 

Lord Jesus Christ. 
7 

Accept one another, then, just as Christ 

accepted you, in order to bring praise to 

God. 
8 

For I tell you that Christ has become 

a servant of the Jews on behalf of God’s 

truth, so that the promises made to the 

patriarchs might be confirmed 
9 

and, 

moreover, that the Gentiles might glorify 

God for his mercy. As it is written: 

“Therefore I will praise you among the 

Gentiles; 

    I will sing the praises of your name.” 
10 

Again, it says, 

“Rejoice, you Gentiles, with his people.” 
11 

And again, 

“Praise the Lord, all you Gentiles; 

    let all the peoples extol him.” 
12 

And again, Isaiah says, 

“The Root of Jesse will spring up, 

    one who will arise to rule over the 

nations; 

    in him the Gentiles will hope.” 
13 

May the God of hope fill you with all joy 

and peace as you trust in him, so that you 

may overflow with hope by the power of the 

Holy Spirit. 

 

The whole of the scriptures showcases the work of God bringing us back into right 
relationship with himself.  What we often forget is that being in right relationship with 
God means we are in right relationship with each other, too. 
The death of Christ extends well beyond the Jews, but also to the Gentiles, all people 
uncircumcised and ignoring the Law of Moses.  Christ rules over all nations.  That’s means 
everyone.  Not just the few who are upright.  Not just the rich.  Not just the good looking.  
He rules over every Dick and Jane and José and Muhammad and Fatima and Adolf in 
history.  He rules over the Genghis Khans of the world just as he does the Mahatma 
Ghandis; over the Leo Tolstoys and the JD Salingers; the Jefferson Davises and the Rosa 
Parks.  He rules over the Cadillac driving CEO, and the cardboard holding panhandler.  
Even over you. 
We are given hope because God rules over the nations.  This is hope for a world where 
peace comes from trusting God.  Hope for a world where our attitudes will be as that of 
Christ.  Christ suffered and died in service to the world.  This is Christ’s love made 
manifest.  To hold the same attitude of Christ is to lay down your life for the sake of 
everyone. If it sounds like a lofty goal, be thankful we have the Holy Spirit to help us. 
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Sixth Tuesday in Lent 

 

Song of Songs 8:6-7 (NLT) 

 
Young Woman 

 

I aroused you under the apple tree, 

    where your mother gave you birth, 

    where in great pain she delivered you. 
6 

Place me like a seal over your heart, 

    like a seal on your arm. 

For love is as strong as death, 

    its jealousy as enduring as the grave. 

Love flashes like fire, 

    the brightest kind of flame. 
7 

Many waters cannot quench love, 

    nor can rivers drown it. 

If a man tried to buy love 

    with all his wealth, 

    his offer would be utterly scorned. 
 

Song of Songs is a rarity in the Bible as God is never mentioned by name in any of these 
poems.  However, we know that even here, the redemption of Jesus can be found. 
Throughout history, present day being no exception, both society and the church often 
pervert human sexuality; sometimes obsessively.  It may become our idol, or it may 
conversely become taboo. 
In either case, Song of Songs combats this distortion by revealing sex as a holy part of 
creation.  The resurrection of Christ redeems all parts of the world distorted by sin, and 
human sexuality is no exception. 
The whole of these poems reveals that our intimacy is made perfect and beautiful by 
love.  Not just attraction or desire or even respect, but a jealous, enduring, all-
encompassing love.  Ephesians 5:22-33 indicates that God’s love for us is reflected in the 
intimacy and devotion between a man and his wife.  One cannot buy this love.  It is 
unquenchable.  It is never self-seeking, but entirely self-giving.  It seals our hearts and 
encompasses our entirety. 
And so, even in this outlandish, metaphor filled book, even while God’s name may not be 
spoken, we know that he is at work.  We know that our intimacy is restored to its Garden 
of Eden state.  We know that our love is truly made perfect by his. 
 
(See also 1 Corinthians 13) 
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Seventh Wednesday in Lent 

 

Jonah 3:1-10 (NRSV) 

 
The word of the LORD came to Jonah a 

second time, saying, 
2 

“Get up, go to 

Nineveh, that great city, and proclaim to it 

the message that I tell you.” 
3 

So Jonah set 

out and went to Nineveh, according to the 

word of the LORD. Now Nineveh was an 

exceedingly large city, a three days’ walk 

across. 
4 

Jonah began to go into the city, 

going a day’s walk. And he cried out, “Forty 

days more, and Nineveh shall be 

overthrown!” 
5 

And the people of Nineveh 

believed God; they proclaimed a fast, and 

everyone, great and small, put on sackcloth. 
6 
When the news reached the king of 

Nineveh, he rose from his throne, removed 

his robe, covered himself with sackcloth, 

and sat in ashes. 
7 

Then he had a 

proclamation made in Nineveh: “By the 

decree of the king and his nobles: No human 

being or animal, no herd or flock, shall taste 

anything. They shall not feed, nor shall they 

drink water. 
8 

Human beings and animals 

shall be covered with sackcloth, and they 

shall cry mightily to God. All shall turn 

from their evil ways and from the violence 

that is in their hands. 
9 
Who knows? God 

may relent and change his mind; he may 

turn from his fierce anger, so that we do not 

perish.” 
10 

When God saw what they did, how they 

turned from their evil ways, God changed 

his mind about the calamity that he had said 

he would bring upon them; and he did not 

do it. 
 

As the shortest prophecy in the Bible, Jonah’s message to Nineveh left no room for 
interpretation and no chance at altering things.  “Forty more days, and you guys are 
history,” he said.  But, wiggle room or not, the Ninevites did their best to change things 
and repent.  They fasted, they wept, they wore potato sacks… and God seemed to 
appreciate the gesture. 
It doesn’t happen much in the Old Testament that God shows leniency towards a gentile 
nation.  Those outside the covenant community of the Israelites tended to be destroyed 
without question.  But here, we see a moment where God reveals his concern for all 
people as suggested in his covenant to Abraham: “all nations shall be blessed.” 
The story of Jonah is incomplete, however.  Though Nineveh was saved in this instant, 
the redemption of the world was far from total. 
But then came along Jesus, who preached that he intended to save the world, not 
condemn it (John 3:17).  It is through his ministry, and his life that we see the true end to 
Jonah’s story.  “To all who believed him and accepted him, he gave the right to become 
children of God” (John 1:12 NLT). 
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Seventh Thursday in Lent (Maundy Thursday) 

 

Luke 22:14-30 (NIV) 

 
When the hour came, Jesus and his apostles 

reclined at the table. 
15 

And he said to them, 

“I have eagerly desired to eat this Passover 

with you before I suffer. 
16 

For I tell you, I 

will not eat it again until it finds fulfillment 

in the kingdom of God.” 
17 

After taking the cup, he gave thanks and 

said, “Take this and divide it among you. 
18 

For I tell you I will not drink again from 

the fruit of the vine until the kingdom of 

God comes.” 
19 

And he took bread, gave thanks and broke 

it, and gave it to them, saying, “This is my 

body given for you; do this in remembrance 

of me.” 
20 

In the same way, after the supper he took 

the cup, saying, “This cup is the new 

covenant in my blood, which is poured out 

for you. 
21 

But the hand of him who is going 

to betray me is with mine on the table. 
22 

The 

Son of Man will go as it has been decreed. 

But woe to that man who betrays him!” 

23 
They began to question among themselves 

which of them it might be who would do 

this. 
24 

A dispute also arose among them as to 

which of them was considered to be greatest. 
25 

Jesus said to them, “The kings of the 

Gentiles lord it over them; and those who 

exercise authority over them call themselves 

Benefactors. 
26 

But you are not to be like 

that. Instead, the greatest among you should 

be like the youngest, and the one who rules 

like the one who serves. 
27 

For who is 

greater, the one who is at the table or the one 

who serves? Is it not the one who is at the 

table? But I am among you as one who 

serves. 
28 

You are those who have stood by 

me in my trials. 
29 

And I confer on you a 

kingdom, just as my Father conferred one on 

me, 
30 

so that you may eat and drink at my 

table in my kingdom and sit on thrones, 

judging the twelve tribes of Israel. 

 

Soon he would suffer.  Soon his friends would splinter and falter.  But Christ still had one 
last chance to be with them; one last chance to cue them in to what it was all about. 
Everything – all the lectures, all the miracles, all the miles walked – came down to this.  
His mission was soon to be complete.  “I am among you as the one who serves,” he said. 
He sat with those who had stood by him in order to satisfy a basic human need one last 
time.  But soon bread became more than bread; wine more than wine.  These staples of 
their meals became something holier.   
Food, our basic need, does not come close to meeting the sustenance provided to us by 
Christ.  So Jesus said “do this in remembrance of me.” And he meant it.  Every time we 
eat together, every time we cut into a loaf of bread.  Do this in remembrance of him. 
He took the wine and called it the new covenant; a new covenant in my blood.  There, in 
the cup, were the words of the prophets: 
“I will set you prisoners free.” 
“I will never again remember your sins.” 
They ate, they argued, some grumbled.  Jesus thought about the Kingdom of God. 
Soon, they would leave.  Soon, he would suffer.  Soon, death would be defeated. 
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Seventh Friday in Lent (Good Friday) 

 

Matthew 27:32-54 (NIV) 

 
As they were going out, they met a man 

from Cyrene, named Simon, and they forced 

him to carry the cross. 
33 

They came to a 

place called Golgotha (which means “the 

place of the skull”). 
34 

There they offered 

Jesus wine to drink, mixed with gall; but 

after tasting it, he refused to drink it. 
35 

When they had crucified him, they divided 

up his clothes by casting lots. 
36 

And sitting 

down, they kept watch over him there. 
37 

Above his head they placed the written 

charge against him: THIS IS JESUS, THE KING 

OF THE JEWS. 
38 

Two rebels were crucified with him, one 

on his right and one on his left. 
39 

Those who 

passed by hurled insults at him, shaking 

their heads 
40 

and saying, “You who are 

going to destroy the temple and build it in 

three days, save yourself! Come down from 

the cross, if you are the Son of God!” 
41 

In 

the same way the chief priests, the teachers 

of the law and the elders mocked him. 
42 

“He 

saved others,” they said, “but he can’t save 

himself! He’s the king of Israel! Let him 

come down now from the cross, and we will 

believe in him. 
43 

He trusts in God. Let God 

rescue him now if he wants him, for he said, 

‘I am the Son of God.’” 
44 

In the same way 

the rebels who were crucified with him also 

 heaped insults on him. 
45 

From noon until three in the afternoon 

darkness came over all the land. 
46 

About 

three in the afternoon Jesus cried out in a 

loud voice, “Eli, Eli, lema sabachthani?” 

(which means “My God, my God, why have 

you forsaken me?”). 
47 

When some of those standing there heard 

this, they said, “He’s calling Elijah.” 
48 

Immediately one of them ran and got a 

sponge. He filled it with wine vinegar, put it 

on a staff, and offered it to Jesus to drink. 
49 

The rest said, “Now leave him alone. Let’s 

see if Elijah comes to save him.” 
50 

And when Jesus had cried out again in a 

loud voice, he gave up his spirit. 
51 

At that moment the curtain of the temple 

was torn in two from top to bottom. The 

earth shook, the rocks split 
52 

and the tombs 

broke open. The bodies of many holy people 

who had died were raised to life. 
53 

They 

came out of the tombs after Jesus’ 

resurrection and went into the holy city and 

appeared to many people. 
54 

When the centurion and those with him 

who were guarding Jesus saw the earthquake 

and all that had happened, they were 

terrified, and exclaimed, “Surely he was the 

Son of God!” 
 

Jesus suffered, was crucified, died, and was buried.  The only begotten Son of the Father, 
crushed for our sins. 
“The LORD, the King of Israel, will live among you” (Zephaniah 3:15). 
“Crush the wicked where they stand.  Bury them all in the dust together; shroud their 
faces in the grave.  Then I myself will admit to you that your own right hand can save you” 
(Job 40:12-14). 
“Even the highest heavens cannot contain you.  How much less this Temple I have built!” 

(2 Chronicles 6:18). 
“Let the peoples praise You, O God; let all the peoples praise You” (Psalm 67:3). 
Jesus gave up his breath, and faced the penalty of sin. 
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Seventh Saturday in Lent (Holy Saturday) 

 

Psalm 22:1-28 (NKJV) 

 
My God, My God, why have You forsaken 

Me? 

Why are You so far from helping Me, 

And from the words of My groaning? 
2 

O My God, I cry in the daytime, but You 

do not hear; 

And in the night season, and am not silent. 
3 

But You are holy, 

Enthroned in the praises of Israel. 
4 

Our fathers trusted in You; 

They trusted, and You delivered them. 
5 

They cried to You, and were delivered; 

They trusted in You, and were not ashamed. 
6 

But I am a worm, and no man; 

A reproach of men, and despised by the 

people. 
7 

All those who see Me ridicule Me; 

They shoot out the lip, they shake the head, 

saying, 
8 

“He trusted in the LORD, let Him rescue 

Him; 

Let Him deliver Him, since He delights in 

Him!” 
9 

But You are He who took Me out of the 

womb; 

You made Me trust while on My mother’s 

breasts. 
10 

I was cast upon You from birth. 

From My mother’s womb 

You have been My God. 
11 

Be not far from Me, 

For trouble is near; 

For there is none to help. 
12 

Many bulls have surrounded Me; 

Strong bulls of Bashan have encircled Me. 
13 

They gape at Me with their mouths, 

Like a raging and roaring lion. 
14 

I am poured out like water, 

And all My bones are out of joint; 

My heart is like wax; 

It has melted within Me. 

15 
My strength is dried up like a potsherd, 

And My tongue clings to My jaws; 

You have brought Me to the dust of death. 
16 

For dogs have surrounded Me; 

The congregation of the wicked has 

enclosed Me. 

They pierced My hands and My feet; 
17 

I can count all My bones. 

They look and stare at Me. 
18 

They divide My garments among them, 

And for My clothing they cast lots. 
19 

But You, O LORD, do not be far from Me; 

O My Strength, hasten to help Me! 
20 

Deliver Me from the sword, 

My precious life from the power of the dog. 
21 

Save Me from the lion’s mouth 

And from the horns of the wild oxen! 

You have answered Me. 
22 

I will declare Your name to My brethren; 

In the midst of the assembly I will praise 

You. 
23 

You who fear the LORD, praise Him! 

All you descendants of Jacob, glorify Him, 

And fear Him, all you offspring of Israel! 
24 

For He has not despised nor abhorred the 

affliction of the afflicted; 

Nor has He hidden His face from Him; 

But when He cried to Him, He heard. 
25 

My praise shall be of You in the great 

assembly; 

I will pay My vows before those who fear 

Him. 
26 

The poor shall eat and be satisfied; 

Those who seek Him will praise the LORD. 

Let your heart live forever! 
27 

All the ends of the world 

Shall remember and turn to the LORD, 

And all the families of the nations 

Shall worship before You. 
28 

For the kingdom is the LORD’s, 

And He rules over the nations. 
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Easter Sunday 

 

Mark 16:1-8, with the shorter ending (NLT) 

 
Saturday evening, when the Sabbath ended, 

Mary Magdalene, Mary the mother of 

James, and Salome went out and purchased 

burial spices so they could anoint Jesus’ 

body. 
2 

Very early on Sunday morning, just 

at sunrise, they went to the tomb. 
3 

On the 

way they were asking each other, “Who will 

roll away the stone for us from the entrance 

to the tomb?” 
4 
But as they arrived, they 

looked up and saw that the stone, which was 

very large, had already been rolled aside. 
5 
When they entered the tomb, they saw a 

young man clothed in a white robe sitting on 

the right side. The women were shocked, 
6 

but the angel said, “Don’t be alarmed. You 

are looking for Jesus of Nazareth, who was 

crucified. He isn’t here! He is risen from the 

dead! Look, this is where they laid his body. 
7 

Now go and tell his disciples, including 

Peter, that Jesus is going ahead of you to 

Galilee. You will see him there, just as he 

told you before he died.” 
8 

The women fled from the tomb, trembling 

and bewildered, and they said nothing to 

anyone because they were too frightened. 

 

Then they briefly reported all this to Peter 

and his companions. Afterward Jesus 

himself sent them out from east to west with 

the sacred and unfailing message of 

salvation that gives eternal life. Amen.

 

The women ran away, trembling.  Death was fresh in their minds, but an angel 
proclaimed life.  They meant to mourn, but instead they were commissioned.  They 
planned on darkness, but instead saw light. (See also Revelation 5:5) 
The Gospel of Mark rushes through the resurrection of Christ.  It enforces the urgency of 
the message: Go from the east to the west with the unfailing message of salvation.  The 
Kingdom of God is coming.  Christ is alive! 
God is true to his word, and his covenants shall last forever.  Never will he destroy us.  He 
will always be our God and the God of Abraham’s descendants.  The Law shall make us a 
holy people.  A king, in the line of David, will be on the throne forever.  The blood of 
Christ will restore all people, and free us from sin.  Jesus, the Son of God, is the 
embodiment, the fulfillment, and the keeper of the covenants.  Through him we are 
made right with God. 
We have lived as slaves to sin, but have heard the news of Christ.  “God so loved the 
world that he gave his only begotten son so that whoever believes in him will not perish 
but have everlasting life” (John 3:16).  This is our joy, our hope, and our endurance.  As it 
was in the beginning is now and shall be, forever and ever. Amen. 
 
 


